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V  E  R  I  D  1  C  U 


BEING  AN 


A  N  S  W  E  R  &c. 


I  WAS  aftonifhed  to  find,  that  a  (hort  Let- 
ter iigned  Verax,  publiihed  in  the  Dublin 
Journal,    containing  Obfervations   on  feme 
falfe  Affertions  dated  in  Swiney's  Birming- 
ham Chronicle,   relative  to  the  Conduct  of 
the  Popifh  Clergy  at  Wexford,  had  produced 
an  Anfwer  figned  Veritas,  of  no  lefs  than  37 
Pages.    Nothing  can  be  a  ftronger  Indica- 
tion of  Guilt,1  than  the  entering  into  a  De- 
fence again  ft  Charges  which  have  not  been 
made,  and  this  is  evidently  the  Cafe  of  Veri- 
tas, who  launches  out  into  a  long  Exculpa- 
tion of  the  Popifh  Clergy  of  the  County  of 
Wexford  at  large,  from  a  Catalogue  of  hei- 
nous Offences,  of  which,  however  ftr~rigly 
they  Hand  convicted  in  the  Public  Mind,  VerjfcX* 
%%%  did  not  accufe  them,  as  he  confined  him- 
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felf  entirely  to  the  following  fubfcantive 
Points  :  That  the  Popifh  Clergy  in  Wexford 
were  not  terrified  or  Prifoners  at  large,  and 
that  they  were  the  only  Perfons  there  pof- 
fefled  of  Authority.  For  this  Reafon,  Veri- 
tas appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  bad  Advocate 
for  his  Sacerdotal  Friends,  for  by  attempting 
to  lefTen  their  Enormities,  he  only  makes 
them  appear  more  prominent. 

And  oftentimes  excufing  of  a  Fault, 

Doth  make  the  Fault  the  worie  by  the  Excufe  *, 

As  Patches  fet  upon  a  little  Breach, 

Difcredit  more  in  hiding  of  the  Flaw, 

Than  did  the  Flaw  before  it  was  fo  patched. 

Shakspeare. 

He  fays  Page  4,  "  that  it  is  by  no  Means  his 
"  Purpofe  to  inveftigate,  much  lefs  to  vindicate, 
"  the  Caufes  or  Motives  which  led  the  de- 
"  luded  People  of  this  Country,  to  fuch  fan- 
"  guinary  Acts  of  Ferocity  and  Barbarifm." 
Now  I  will  fave  Veritas  the  Trouble  of  this 
Inveftigation,  by  telling  him,  that  many 
Doctrines  of  the  Popifh  Church,  not  only 
encouraged,  but  .even  recommended  Perfecu- 
tion  and  Bloodfhed,  ever  fince  the  beginning 
•f  the  1 2th  Century,  that  thefe  abominable 
Doctrines  have  been  frequently  fanctioned 
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General  Councils,  by  Popes  Bulls  and  Epif- 
tles,  and  that  they  have  been  conftantly  en- 
forced in  every  Country  in  Europe,  where 
the  Roman  Pontiff  had  attained. any  Autho- 
rity. What  a  folecifm  then  is  Veritas  guilty 
of,  by  endeavouring  to  excufe  the  Priefthood 
from  the  Imputation  of  conniving  at  the 
Extirpation  of  Heretics,  which  their  Holy 
Church  laid  them  under  an  imperious  Necef- 
fity  of  inculcating,  and  which  even  their  Bi- 
fhops  were  bound  to  clo  by  their  Oath  of 
Inauguration.  To  prove  this  affertion,  it  Will 
be  neceffary  to  make  a  few  quotations  from  the 
hiftory  of  the  middle  ages,  which  I  hope  will 
be,  not  only  entertaining,  but  edifying  to  the 
reader. 

In  the  Ages  of  midnight  Darknefs  and 
Ignorance,  the  Popes  from  very  flender  begin- 
ings,  made  monftrous  Accumulations  of 
Wealth  and  Power,  by  working  on  the  fuper- 
ftitious  credulity  of  Mankind  ;  and  well  know- 
ing, that  the  PofTeffion  of  them  would  be 
infecure,  when  Reafon  reafTumed  her  Empire, 
they  endeavoured  to  impofe  Fetters  on  the 
human  Mind,  by  a  fet  of  new  fangled 
Doctrines,  as  impious  as  they  are  abfurd. 
So  little  idea  had  the  Bifhop  of  Rome  of 
Supremacy  in  the  5th  Century,  that  when 
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there  was  a  Rivalfhip  for  Pre-eminence  be- 
tween him  and  the  Patriarch  of  Conftantino- 
pL\  it  was  (a)  refolved  by  the  28th  Canon  of 
the  Council  of  Chalcedon,  in  the  Year  of  Chtift 
451,  that  the  fame  Rights  and  Honors  which 
had  been  conferred  on  the  Bifliop  of  Rome, 
were  due  to  the  Bifliop  of  Conftaritinople,  on 
account  of  the  equal  Dignity  and  Lufire  of 
.  the  two  Cities,  in  which  thofe  Prelates  exer- 
cifed  their  Authority.    On  the  clofe  of  the 
6th  Century,  Pope  Gregory  I-ft.  was  poffefTed. 
of  immenfe  Territories,  and  yet  he  had  fo 
little  idea  of  being  Supreme  Head  of  the 
Chriftian  Church,  that  when  the  Bifliop  of 
Conftantinople  aflumed  that  Title,  he  declar- 
ed in  a  Letter  to  the  Emperor  Mauritius, 
"  that  it  was  a  blafphemous  1  it!e,  and  that 
"  none  of  the  Roman  Pontiffs  had  ever  af- 
"  fumed  fo  fmgular  a  one."  (b)  And  in  a  Let- 
ter to  the  fame  Patriarch  he  fays,  "  What 
"  wilt  thou  fay  to  Chrift,  the  Head  of  the 
<£  Univerfal  Church,  in  the  Day  of  Judgment, 
"  who  thus  endeavoured  to  fubjeft  his  Mem- 
"  bers  to  rhvfelf,  by  this  Title  of  Univerial  ? 
<c  Who,  1  afk  thee,  doft  thou  imitate  in  this, 

(a)  This  was  a  general  Council. 

(b)  Gre^oi/s  Kpiitles,  Lib.  4.  Ind.  13.  p.  137. 

"  but 
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"  but  the  Devil  ?"  (a)  And  in  a  Letter  to  the 
Emprefs  Confi  mtifta,  he  fays,  "  his  Pride  in 
"  afluming  this  Title,  flhewed  the  Days  of 
"  Antichrift  were  at  hand."  (b) 

The  fame  Pope  who  lived  about  the  Year 
600,  and  was  known  by  the  name  of  Gre- 
gory the  Great,  made  the  following  acknow- 
ledgment, Agnofco  Imperatorem  a  deo  con- 
ccfium,  non  Militibus  fpltita  fed  facerdotibus 
Imperari,  I  acknowledge  that  a  Prince  hav- 
"  ing  his  origin  from  God,  is  fupreme  over 
"  not  only  the  Military,  but  the  Sacerdotal 
"  Power."  (c)  He  alfo  called  himfelf  with 
true  Chriftian  humility,  "  Servus  ferv.orum, 
"  the  Save  of  flaves."  Now  let  us  compare 
the  humility  of  Gregory  lft,  with  the  arro- 
gance of  Pope  Pius  the  5th,  in  the  Year  1570, 
when  he  iffued  a  Bull  of  Excommunication, 
and  Depofition,  againft  Qeen  Elizabeth,  it 
begins  thus, 

u  He  that  reigneth  on  High,  to  whom  all 
"  Power  is  given,  in  Heaven  and  Earth,  hath 
"  committed  the  one  Holy  Catholic  and  Apof- 

(a)  Gregory's  epif.  38.       (b)  Ibid.  epif.  34. 
(r)  Lib.  2-  epif.  94. 

"  tolic 
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*c  tolic  Church,  out  of  which  there  is  no  Salvation, 
"  to  one  alone  on  Earth,  namely  to  Peter,  Prince  of 
"  the  Apofllcs,  and  to  the  Roman  Pontiff,  fucceffor 
44  of  St.  Peter,  to  be  governed  with  a  plenitude 
"  of  Power.  This  one  he  hath  constituted 
u  Prince  over  all  Nations,  and  all  Kingdoms, 
tc  that  lie  might  pluck  up,  deftroy,  diffipate, 
"  overturn,  plant,  and  build.  We  maycom- 
"  pare  the  Papal  Power  to  Virgil's  defcription 
"  of  feme." 

IngreJiturque  fob,  et  caput  inter  nubila  conduit. 

At  one  time  creeping  humbly  on  the  Earth, 
in  the  guife  of  a  poor  Pilgrim,  at  another, 
rearing  its  head  in  the  Clouds,  as  an  infolent 
Ufurper  over  all  the  Nations  of  the  Earth,  [a) 
The  claim  of  the  Popes  to  the  Pontifical  Chair 
depended  as  little  on  their  pretended  fuccef- 
fion  to  Sr.  Peter,  or  on  their  election  by  the 
Cardinals,  or  the  Clergy,  as  that  of  one  of 

(a)  How  ftrongiy  his  ambition  and  downfall  are  defcribed 
in  Ifaiah,  "  O  Lucifer  thou  faidft  in  thy  heart,  I  will  af- 
u  cend  into  the  Heavens,  above  the  ftars  of  God,  I  will 
"  exalt  my  throne,  I  will  afcend  above  the  heights  of  the 
€i  clouds,  I  will  be  like  the  Molt  High  ;  yet  thou  art 
*  brought  down  to  Hell,  I  will  rife  up  againft  thee,  and 
"  cut  off  from  Babei  thy  name  and  remnant." 

our 


our  Ecclefiaftics  to  a  Biihoprick,  by  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Dean  and  Chapter.  One  depend- 
ed as  much  on  the  will  of  the  Emperor,  as 
the  other  on  that  of  the  King.  For  this  rea- 
fon,  when  Gregory  the  Great,  about  the  year 
i  co,  was  eleded,  he  not  wifhing  to  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  Pontificate,  wrote  to  the  Em- 
peror Mauritius  to  excufe  him  and  to  annul 
it,  but  the  Emperor  refufed  his  requefl  and 
ratified  it.  (a)  This  continued  till  the  cloft 
pf  the  9th  Century,  when  on  the  extinction 

(a)  This  Pope  foon  after  obtained  precedence  before  the 
Patriarch  of  Conftantinople  in  the  following  manner.  The 
Emperor  Mauritius  and  his  family  were  murdered  by  Pho- 
cas,  a  Centurian  in  his  army,  who  ufurped  the  Throne, 
Phocas  applied  to  the  Patriarch  to  fandYion  this  horrid  mur- 
der and  ufurpation  ;  but  having  refufed  to  do  fo,  he  ad- 
drefTed  himfelf  to  Pope  Gregory,  who  complied,  and  ob- 
tained, as  a  reward,  precedence  before  the  Patriarch,  f 
Gibbon,  the  hiftorian,  makes  this  remark  on  it  :  "  As  a 
»«  fubjecl  and  a  Chriftian,  it  was  the  duty  of  Gregory  to 
"  acquiefce  in  the  eftabliftied  Government,  but  the  joyful  3p- 
**  plaufe,  with  which  he  falutes  the  fortune  of  the  Afiaffin, 
"  has  fuliied  with  indelible  difgrace,  the  character  of  the 
4*  Saint.  J"  And  yet  this  Pope  (lands  high  in  the  Romith 
legend  of  Saints. 

•{■Gregory's  3  epiftles,  lib.  11.  ep.  28.  Mainibaur/s 
hift.  of  the  Pontificate  of  Gregory 

J  Vol.  4th,  Page  414. 
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of  the  race  of  Charlemagne,  Adrien  the  3d 
made  a  decree  that  the  Popes  fhould  be  elected 
without  the  Emperors  confent.  At  laft  Charles 
the  Bald,  in  the  Year  876,  refigned  to  the 
Pope,  all  power  and  authority  over  the  Ro- 
man See.  [a)  When  this  falutary  reftraint  of 
the  Emperors  over  the  Roman  Pontijfj  was 
withdrawn,  their  ambition  became  fo  inordi- 
nate, that  they  affumed  a  power  which  grew 
to  be  formidable  to  temporal  Princes,  and  fa- 
tal to  the  peace  of  Europe.  It  was  main- 
tained by  the  Doctrine  of  exclufive  Salvation, 
which,  was  admirably  calculated  to  encreafe 
the  fectaries  of  their  Communion,  and  to  fe- 
cure  thofe  who  were  already  within  its  Pale. 
This  doctrine  was  followed  by  Excommuni- 
cation, to  which  Gregory  the  7th,  who  was 
advanced  to  the  Popedom  in  the  Year  1073, 
fuper  added  the  terrors  of  Perfecution.  By 
thefe  dreadful  engines,  the  Popes  were  ena- 
bled to  excite  the  fubjects  of  Sovereign  Princes 
to  dethrone,  and  often  to  murder  them,  if 
they  refufed  to  yield  to  their  imperious  Man- 
dates.   The  following  Emperors  experienced 

(ri)  Ghnnone's  hiftory  of  Naples,  lib.  c.  cap.  2.  fee.  2. 
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the  woeful  effects  of  this  fcourge  from  the 
Popes  whofe  names  are  annexed,  fome  of  them 
having  loft  their  thrones  and  their  lives  by  it. 

Gregory  7th,    excommunicated   Henry  3d,  A.  D.  1076 


Caiixtus  2d,           -  -       Henry  4th,  1120. 

Adrian  4th,        -  -             Frederick      -  1160. 

Caiixrus  3d,           -  Henry  5th,  II05* 

Innocent  3d,    -  -           Otho        -  1 2 19. 

Honorius  3d,  and  Gregory,  9th.  )  Frederick  2d,  i220. 

And   Innocent    4th,  in    the  > 

Council  of  Lyons,  ^  1245. 


A  great  number  of  Sovereign  Princes  were 
obliged  to  yield  to  its  irrefiftible  and  deftruc- 
tive  influence.  About  the  year  800,  the 
Pope  obtained,  or  rather  claimed,  a  fuprema- 
cy  over  the  Chriftian  church,  in  the  following 
manner.  He  procured  Charlemagne  to  be 
elected  Emperor  of  Rome,  in  return  for  which 
he  confirmed  him  in  the  polTeffion  of  the 
Exarchate  of  Ravenna,  and  the  Marquifatc 
of  Ancona^z) ;  in  return  for  which  he  faluted 
him  as  Vicegerent  of  God,    and  Vicar  of 

[a]  He  obtained  them  in  the  following  manner.  About 
the  year  751,  Pepin  refolved  to  dethrone  Childeric  3d, 
King  of  France,  his  Liege  Sovereign  ;  and  Pope  Zachary 
agreed  to  abfolve  the  French  People  from  their  oaths  of 
Allegiance,  and  to  fanction  this  horrid  ufurpation,  on  ob- 
taining thefe  territories,  which  were  granted  to  him  by  Pepin, 
father  of  Charlemagne. 

C  Chrift, 
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Chrift,  and  declared  that  he  was  not  {abject 
to  any  human  jurifdiction.  The  Popes  know- 
ing that  they  could  not  maintain  fuch  extraor- 
dinary powers,  and  keep  fuch  extenfive  terri- 
tories, to  which  they  had  fo  bad  a  title,  with- 
out a  fyftem  of  terror,  adopted  the  followirg 
expedient  to  enforce  it.  Pope  Innocent  the  3d, 
in  the  year  1215,  procured  the  following  de- 
cree to  be  pafTed  by  the  4th  Council  of  Late- 
ran[#]  ;  and  the  decrees  of  a  Legitimate  Gene- 
ral Council,  fuch  as  this  was,  has  always  been 
deemed  infallible  and  irreverfible  in  the  Ro- 
mifh  church. 

Heretics  of  every  kind  againft:  the  true  Or- 
thodox Catholic  faith  fhall  be  condemned,  and 
if  they  fhall  not  prove  their  innocence  by  a 
proper  purgation,  they  fhall  be  exterminated 
by  the  fword[^]  ;  and  their  effe&s  fhall  be  con- 
fifcated. 

All  fecular  powers  fhall  be  compelled  by 
Ecclefiaftical  Cenfures,  to  take  an  oath  to 
extirpate[V]  within  their  refpeftive  territories^ 
fuch  of  their  fubjeds  as  fhall  be  condemned 
as  heretics  by  the  Church. 

[>]  Chapter  3. 

[>]  Anathematis  gladio  feriantur,  are  the  words  in  it. 
[Y~i  Bona  fide  pro  Viribus  exterminare  ftudebunt. 
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But  if  a  temporal  prince  fliall  refufe  to 
purge  his  territories  of  heretical  pravity,  when 
required  to  do  fo,  by  the  metropolitan  and  his 
fuffraganBifhops,  let  him  be  excommunicated; 
and  if  he  mall  not  make  full  fatisfafhion  in  a 
year,  let  it  be  notified  to  the  Sovereign  Pontiff, 
that  he  may  abfolve  his  fubjedts  from  their 
oaths  of  allegiance,  and  transfer  his  territories 
to  any  other  Catholics,  who  may  enjoy  them 
without  any  contradiction,  provided  they  ex- 
terminate all  heretics  in  them,  and  preferve 
the  purity  of  the  Catholic  faith. 

All  Catholics  who  fliall  take  up  arms,  for 
the  purpofe  of  extirpating  fuch  heretics,  fhall 

enjoy  the  fame  indulgence,  and  the  like  privi- 
lege, with  thofe  who  vifited  the  holy  land.  [a~\ 

Human  ingenuity  could  not  form  a  better 
device,  to  impofe  the  fhackles  of  fuperftition 
on  the  human  mind,  and  that  univerfal  domi- 
nation over  Sovereign  Princes  to  which  the 
Pope  afpired. 

To  enfure  the  execution  of  this  tvrannical 
decree,  the  Bilhops,  who  may  be  regarded  as 
the  Pope's  centinels,  in  every  ftate  where  po- 
pery prevailed,  were  obliged  at  their  inaugu- 


\_a\  This  means  eternal  falvation,  which  was  promifed  to 
all  who  went  on  a  Crufade  to  the  Holy  Land. 
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ration,  to  take  an  oath,  containing  the  follow- 
ing paragraphs : 

The  rights,  privileges,  and  authority,  of 
the  holy  Roman  church,  and  of  our  Lord  the 
Pope,  and  his  fucceffors,  I  will  be  careful  to 
preferve,  defend,  enlarge,  and  promote.  All 
he  retics,  fchifmatics  and  rebels,  againft  our 
faid  Lord,  and  his  fucceffors,  I  will  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  my  power  perfecute  and  impugn. 

In  confequence  of  this  oath,  William  Rufus 
told  Archbiftiop  Anfelm  that  he  could  not  pre- 
ferve his  allegiance  to  the  Pope,  and  his  tem- 
poral fovereign  at  the  fame  time[#]  ;  and  Car- 
dinal De  Retz  tells  us[£],  that  the  Parifians 
objected  to  the  rniniftry  of  Cardinal  Mazarine, 
for  the  fame  reafon. 

Raymond,  Count  of  Thouloufe,  was  the 
iirft  Sovereign  Prince  againft  whom  this  dread- 
ful engine  was  levelled.  His  fubjecls,  com- 
monly called  the  Albigenfes  an  I  Waldenfes, 
happened  to  obtain,  about  the  clofeof  the  1 2th 
century,  a  tranflation  of  fome  parts  of  the 
New  Teftament ;  and  becaufe  they  endeavour- 
ed to  conform  their  tenets  and  practices  to  the 
light  of  the  gofpel,  which  was  repugnant  to 


M  Speed,  441,  442. 
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Popery,  they  were  excommunicated  by  the 
Pope  •  and  becaufe  Raymond  refufed  to  perfe- 
cute  them,  he  was  deprived  of  his  dominions 
by  the  Pope's  orders ;  and  Simon  De  Mount- 
fort,  General  of  the  Crufade,  was  invefted  with 
them,  by  Innocent  3d,  at  the  Council  of  La- 
teral!. It  is  univerfally  allowed,  thatonemiliion 
of  thefe  innocent  people  were  extirpated  by  the 
fword  and  the  gibbet,  in  conformity  to  the 
decree  of  that  Council.  On  this  occafion  the 
bloody  Court  of  Inquifition  was  eftablifhed, 
and  the  fuperintendance  of  it  was  commuted 
by  Gregory  IX.  in  the  year  1 233,  to  the  Do- 
minican Friars. 

It  is  curious  to  obferve,  that  the  Pope  ob- 
tained his  territories  by  abfolving  the  French 
fubjedls  fron^  their  oaths  of  allegiance  to  Chi  1- 
deric  the  3d,  A.  D.  751,  and  by  fandli- 
oning  the  ufurpation  of  Pepin;  and  that  his 
Holinefs  was  deprived  of  them  by  the  fame 
people,  who  rebelled  againd,  and  dethroned 
Lewis  1 6th  I046  years  afterwards. 

WhenPafchal  II.  excommunicated  the  Em- 
peror Henry  IV.  he  called  upon  Robert 
Count  of  Flanders,  to  attack  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  "  Henricum  caput  heretico- 
rurxi  &  ejus  fautores,  pro  viribus  perfequaris 

&  im- 
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&  nnpugnes[tf].  Hoc  tibi  et  militibus  tuls  pre- 
cipiinus(Z').  We  order  you  to  attack  and  perfe- 
cute  with  all  your  might,  Henry  the  head  of 
the  heretics,  and  his  adherents,  and  thefe 
commands  we  give  to  you  and  your  foldiers. 
The  only  herefy  of  which  the  Pope  could  ac- 
cufc  this  innocent  Prince  was,  that  he  oppofed 
the  Pope's  claim  to  the  inveftiture  of  Bifhop- 
ricks  within  his  dominions;  and  yet  his  Holi- 
nefs  raifed  the  fon  againft  the  Emperor  his 
father,  whom  he  dethroned  and  threw  into  a 
monaftery,  where  he  died  of  grief  (c J.  The 
Pope  procured  this  fentence  to  be  firft  voted 
in  the  Council  of  Lateran,  A.  D.  Uo2. 

In  that  favage  fcene  of  butchery,  the  maf- 
facre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  planned  with  all 
the  coolnefs  of  deliberation,  50c  gentlemen, 
and  10,000  perfons  of  inferior  rank,  were 
murdered  in  one  night,  in  Paris  alone,  becaufe 
they  were  Proteftants.  Thuanus,  a  Roman 
Catholic  writer  of  the  utmoft  veracity,  was 
prefent,  and  gives  a  minute  and  ftriking  ac- 
count of  it,  in  the  53d  book  of  his  cele- 
brated hiflory.  The  Roman  Pontiff  being 
informed  of  it,  exprefled  great  joy,  and  an- 

O]  The  fame  words  ufed  in  the  Bi(hops  Oath. 
(£)  Pafchal  2d.  c.  7.  Bincus  torn.  7  p.  517. 
(r)  A£ls  and  Monuments. 
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nounced,  that  the  Cardinals  fhould  return 
thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  fo  fignal  an  adv 
tage  obtained  for  the  holy  See,  and  that  a 
Jubilee  fhould  be  obferved  all  over  Chriiien- 
dom.  [a) 

Sixtus  V.  excommunicated  Henry  Kid. 
of  France  as  a  Heretic,  becaufe  he  fpared  the 
blood  of  his  Proteftant  fubjects,  and  he  grant- 
ed nine  years  indulgence  to  any  of  his  peo- 
ple who  would  bear  arms  againft  him  j  upon 
this  Jacque  Clement,  a  fryar,  murdered  him. 
in  his  palace.  At  a  publick  Confiftory  held 
at  Rome,  the  Pope  applauded  in  a  long  pre- 
meditated fpeech,  the  virtue  and  the  firmnefs 
of  the  holy  Fryar,  declaring  that  his  fervent 
zeal  towards  God  furpafled  that  of  Judith  and 
Eleazer,  and  that  this  affaffination  was  brought 
about  by  the  ordinance  of  divine  Providence 
(b).  Of  the  many  conspiracies  under  the  fanc- 
tion  of  the  Pope  to  murder  Queen  Elizabeth,  I 
fhall  mention  but  two.  Robert  Paribus  add 
Edward  Campion,  two  Priefts  who  confpired 
to  murder  that  Princefs,  obtained  for  them- 
felves  and  all  the  Papifts  in  England,  a  dif- 
penfation  from  the  rigorous  obfei  vance  of  the 
bull  fulminated  againft  her  by  Pope  Pius  V. 

(a)  Thuanus  lib.  63.  fee.  4. 

(b)  Thuanus  vol.  4.  767,  768. 

it 
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It  permitted  them  to  appear  ohfedient  and 
refpedtful  to  her,  'till  their  party  was  ftrong 
enough  to  rife  agairift  her.  It  ends  thus  : 
"  The  higheft  Pontiff  granted  the  forefaid 
<l  Graces  to  father  Robert  Parfons  and  Ed- 
"  ward  Campion,  who  are  now  to  take  their 
"  way  to  England,  the  14th  of  April,  1586." 
\a\  But  the  holy  fathers  were  detected,  arretted 
and  hanged.  The  difpenfation  w7as  found 
upon  them.  William  Parry,  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholic gentleman,  was  encouraged  by  Palmio 
a  Jefuit,  and  Campeggio  the  Pope's  Nuncio, 
to  murder  that  Princefs ;  for  which  the  Car- 
dinal procured  him  the  Pope's  abfolution,  and 
paternal  benediction.  Having  been  difcover- 
ed  and  arretted,  he  revealed  the  whole  plot ; 
and  his  evidence  was  confirmed  by  Cardinal 
Como's  letter  found  upon  him  [b)t  In  this 
letter  the  Cardinal  tells  him,  "  and  to  the 
end  you  may  be  fo  much  the  more  holpen, 
"  by  that  good  fpirit,  which  hath  moved  you 
"  thereunto,  his  Holynefs  doth  grant  you  ple- 
"  nary  indulgence,  and  remiffion  of  lins,  af- 
"  furing  you,  that  befides  the  merit  you  fhall 
"  therefore  receive  in  Heaven;  his  Holynefs 
"  will  further  make  himfelf  your  debtor,  to 

{a)  Speed  871.       (/•)  Hume  vol  5.  p.  265. 
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"  acknowledge  and  requite  your  defervings." 
[_a\  Mr.  Digby,  an  Englifh  gentleman  of  the 
Popiili  perfuafion,  was  difcovered  to  be  con- 
cerned in  the  gun-powder  plot,  for  blowing 
up  the  King  and  the  Parliament.    In  a  letter 
to  his  wife,  he  fays  ;  K  if  I  thought  there  had 
been  the  leaft  fin  in  the  plot,  I  would  not  have 
been  of  it  for  all  the  world,  and  nothing  but 
a  zeal  for  God's  religion  drew  me  into  it"[£]. 
In  the  towns  of  Toulon,  Tholoufe,  Nifmes, 
and  Montauban,  and  the  country  contiguous 
to  them,  there  are  great  numbers  of  Proteft- 
ants,  who  enjoyed  the  unreftrained  exercife 
of  their  religion,  fubfequent  to  the  revoluti- 
on.   In  the  year  1 79 1,  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  thofe  towns,  inftigated  by  their  Priefts, 
publiftied   an  inflammatory  addrefs  againft 
their  Proteflant  brethren,  at  that  pious  fea- 
fon,  when  they  celebrated  the  mafTacre  of  the 
Albigenfes  and  Waldenfes  [c\    On  the  18th 
of  April  1 79 1,  a  large  party  of  thefe  fanatics 
afTembled  in  the  great  hall  of  the  Auguflins, 
at  Montauban,  and  adjourned  thence  to  the 
houfe  of  a  Mr.  Da  Barry,  the  Apoftle  of  this 
Crufade.    The  Protectants  without  exception 

(a)  Speed  783. 

(b)  Digby's  papers,  publiftied  by  Secretary  Coventry. 

(c)  Which  they  did  annually. 
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ferved  in  the  national  guards,  and*  were  very 
ftrenuous  in  the  caufe  of  liberty  ;  and  yet  this 
mob  of  bigots  (hewed  a  fanguinary  fpirit 
againft  them,  and  a  defire  to  extirpate  them, 
as  infidels  and  heretics.   They  purfued  a  troop 
of  Dragoons,  confiding  moftiy  of  Proteftants, 
into  a  guard-houfe,  where  they  continued  a 
well  direded  fire  on  them.  In  vain  they  hung 
out  a  white  flag,  as  a  token  that  they  implored 
clemency,  five  of  them  were  killed  in  the  act 
of  fubmifiion  ;  and  the  whole  of  them  would 
have  been  butchered,  but  that  the  regiment 
of  Languedoc  arrived  in  time  for  their  re- 
lief, and  conducted  them,  covered  with  blood 
and  wounds,  to  the  common  prifon,  while  the 
enraged  and  fanatic  multitude  brutally  alked 
for  their  heads.    At  Nilmes,  where  the  Pro- 
tedants  formed  one  fourth  of  the  people,  ma- 
ny of  them  were  maflacred  ;  and  on  the  elec- 
tion of  the  municipality,  the  prieds  were  afli- 
duoufly  employed  in  fwearing  the  people  not 
to  vote  for  Proteflants,  whom  they  marked  by 
the  appellation  of  blacks.    It  is  Angular  that 
this  fanguinary  fpirit  fhould  appear  in  the 
Prieds,  and  their  flocks,  at  that  time,  as  there 
were  five  Commiflioners  actually  employed  in 
that  country,  by  the  Convention,  in  taking 
meafures  for  the  confifcation  of  the  property 
of  the  Clergy,  and  the  total  fubverfion  of  their 
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order. (a)  The  very  fame  fyftem  which  the 
Pope  adopted  in  the  Council  of  Lateran,  in  the 
year  12 15,  to  extend  and  fecure  his  monftrous 
encroachments  all  over  Chriftendom,  was  in- 
troduced into  England  in  the  year  1405. 
The  Saxon  Church  was  free  from,  and  had  no 
connexion  with  the  Romifh  See  till  the  con- 
queft  in  the  year  1 066  ;  and  though  the  Britifh 
Monarchs  refilled,  and  the  Parliament  enacted 
many  laws  againft  the  fupremacy  of  the  Ro- 
man Pontiff,  the  monks  gradually  and  filent- 
ly,  infufed  the  Papal  { uperftitions  into  the  mafs 
of  the  people.  The  oppreffion  and  extortion 
of  the  Roman  Clergy  became  at  laft  fo  great, 
that  the  people  of  England  manifefted  a  ftrong 
defire  to  confiscate  their  property,  and  to  re- 
nounce all  conne&ion  with  the  Holy  See,  in 
the  reigns  of  Ed.  111.  Rich.  II.  and  Hen.  IV. 
The  Commons  in  a  body  waited  on  the  latter 
in  the  year  1404,  and  addreffect  him  to  feize 
the  revenues  of  the  Clergy,  and  to  convert 
them  to  the  benefit  of  the  State.  But  the 
Clergy  availed  them  {elves  of  the  peculiarity 
of  his  fituation,  to  rivet  the  {hackles  of  Popery 
on  the  people  of  England  much  ftronger  than 
ever.  Henry  the  4th  having  obtained  the 
Crown  by  the  commhTion  of  treafon  and  mur- 


(a)  Annual  Rcgifter,  ,1791,  p.  84. 
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der,   was   very  obfequious   to    the  clergy, 
whofe  fanction  he  confidered  as  neceUary  to 
varnifh  over  the  enormity  of  his  crimes,  and 
to  confirm  his  ufurpation  ;  as  they  were  very 
numerous,  their  property  was  immenfe,  and 
they  were  regarded  with  fuperftitious  reve- 
rence by  the  befotted  multitude.    Early  in 
life,  he  had  favoured  the  doctrines  of  Wick- 
liffe,  and  when  advanced  to  the  throne  he,  at 
the  inftance  of  the  Ecclefiaftics,  prevailed  on 
the  Parliament  to  pals  a  law,  by  which  it  was 
enacted,  that  any  heretic  who  refufed  to  abjure 
his  opinions,  mould  be  tried  by  a  Biihop,  or 
his  Commiffary,  and  condemed  to  the  flames; 
and  the  King  was  to  iflfue  his  writ  de  haeretico 
comburendoj  by  which  the  Sheriff  was  com- 
manded to  execute  the  fentence.  William 
Sautre,  Rector  of  St.  Ofithes,  in  London,  was 
the  firft  perfon  who  fuffered  under  this  fangui- 
nary  law  in  1405.    The  Britifh  nation  would 
haverenounced,  at  this  period,  the  fuperftitions 
of  Popery,  but  for  this  dreadful  engine  of  perfe- 
ction, which  was  as  terrific  as  the  Inquifition, 
and  under  which  the  Clergy  continued  to  burn 
great  numbers  of  the  followers  of  Wickliffe, 
whofe  doctrines  were  confonant  to  the  pure 
principles  of  chriftianity,  till  the  reformation 
at  once  put  an  end  to  witchcraft,  necromancy 
and  Popery,  and  reftored  D  ivine  Evangelical 
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truth.  Queen  Mary  gave  her  fubjecls  the 
ftrongeft  affurance,  by  an  open  declaration  in 
Council,  that  me  would  permit  them  to  pur- 
fue  any  fuch  religion  as  their  confcience  fhould 
dictate  ;  but  when  fhe  was  firmly  eftablifhed 
on  her  throne,  lhe  zealoufly  promoted  the 
burning  of  her  Proteftant  fubjecl:s.(tf)  Her 
conduct,  on  this  occafion,  was  confonant  to  a 
decree  of  a  Council  held  at  Toledo  (5),  which 
agreeable  to  that  of  the  Council  of  Lateran 
A.  D.  1215,  required  all  temporal  Princes  to 
purge  their  territories  of  heretical  pravity,  and 
if  they  neglected  to  do  fo,  the  Pope  was  to 
abfolve  their  fubjects  from  their  oaths  of  alle- 
giance, and  their  dominions  were  to  be  given 
to  Catholics, 

After  what  I  have  ftated,  I  think  the  reader 
will  be  convinced  of  the  bold  and  groundlefs 
affertions  of  Veritas,  and  how  little  credit  is 
to  be  given  to  them  when  he  fays  page  1 2, 
"  My  object  is  to  fhew,  that  the  fanguinary 
crimes  of  a  mad  and  ruthlefs  mob,  loft  as 
they  were  to  every  fenfc  of  religion  or  civiliza- 
tion, cannot  be  juftly  imputed  to  the  religious 
tenets  of  Catholics,  on  any  ground,  as  Verax 
would  imply.'' — Doctor  Troy  fays,  in  his 

(a)  Burnet's  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation,  Lib.  2,  pag.  23. 
(h)  Tom.  148,  I4Q> 
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Paftoral  letter,  publiftied  in  1 798,  "  the  religU 
ous  principles  of  Roman  Catholics  being  un- 
changeable, they  are  applicable  to  all  times.5' 

This  pofition  is  ftrictly  true,  and  we  find 
them  equally  deftructive  againft  the  Albigenles 
and  Waldenfes  in  the  13th  century,  againft 
the  Proteftants  at  Paris  in  the  1 6th,  in  the  ex- 
*  pulfion  of  the  Moors  from  Spain,  in  the  hiih 
Rebellion  in  1 641,  againft  the  Proteftants  Of 
France  in  1791,  in  the  maflacre  on  Vinegar 
Hill,  in  the  barn  of  Scullabogue(tf),  on  the 
bridge  of  Wexford,  and  in  the  general  car- 
nage of  Proteftants  which  took  place  in  that 
once  peaceful  and  happy  county,  on  which 
fuch  an  indelible  ftain  has  been  caft,  by  the 
fanguinary  fpirit  of  Popery,  that  every  real 
friend  to  his  country  fhould  wifh,  that  its  very 
name  were  expunged  from  the  map  of  Ireland. 
We  may  compare  the  Holy  See  at  prefent,  to  a 
Crocodile,  or  to  one  of  the  great  Serpents  of 
Africa,  who  though  his  head  is  bruifed,  bat- 
tered, and  even  amputated,  yet,  in  his  expir- 
ing efforts,  he  deals  deftrudtion  with  the  vi- 
brations of  his  tail.  Now  I  would  afk  Veri- 
Ifts,  from  whom  did  that  "  mad  and  ruthlefs 
mob"  imbibe  the  principles  which  produced 

(a)  Its  proprietor  found  1 84  bodies  in  it,  which  were 
horned  alive,  and  37  which  were  ihot  outfide. 
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thofe  fanguinary  crimes  ?  I  mould  fuppofe 
from  the  Devil,  if  I  were  not  fure  that  they 
came  from  the  Popiih  priefts.  It  has  been 
proved  by  the  affidavits  of  many  different 
perfons,  who  were  compelled  to  attend  the 
Rebel  camps,  that  it  was  an  univerfal  axiom, 
among  the  rebel  foldiers,  that  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholic would  enfure  falvatien,  by  killing  three 
Proteftants  ;  and  behold  the  dreadful  effeds 
of  it!  In  the  13th  century  a  fimilar  reward 
was  held  out  to  fuch  perfons  as  would  kill  a 
certain  number  of  the  Albigenfes  and  Wal- 
denfes.  The  fpirit  of  Popery  is  equally  des- 
tructive, at  all  times,  and  in  all  places, 

Like  the  Pontic  fea, 
"Whofe  icy  current  and  compulfive  courfe, 
Ne'er  feels  retiring  ebb.  Shakespeare. 

Doctor  Troy,  in  a  paftoral  letter,  publifhed  in 
the  year  1 793,  tells  us,  that  exclufive  falvation 
is  an  eftablifhed  doctrine  of  his  Church,  and 
that  it  isperfectly  innoxious.  Its  baneful  effects 
have  appeared  in  every  region  of  Europe, 
where  Popery  has  exifted  ;  and  every  perfon 
capable  of  reflecting  muft  perceive,  that  it 
repugnant  to  the  moral  and  phyncal  perfecti- 
ons of  the  Deity,  fubveriive  of  his  attributes  of 
wifdom,  juftice,  and  mercy,  which  are  the 
main  pillars  of  the  divine  adminiftration  of 
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this  world,  and  that  it  is  likely  to  end  in 
Atheifm;  for  any  perfon  that  can  be  brought 
to  debafe,  and  difparage  the  Almighty,  fo  far 
as  to  fay,  that  he  is  fo  unwife,  fo  unjuft,  and 
fo  unmerciful,  as  to  ordain,  that  a  very  fmall 
portion  of  his  creatures  fhall  enjoy  eternal 
happinefs,   and  that  the  remainder  fhall  be 
doomed  to  eternal  punifhment,  becaufe  they 
happen  to  differ  with  them  in  fome  trifling 
tenets  and  ceremonies,  will  foon  probably  be- 
come Atheifts.    The  dreadful  carnage  which 
has  taken  place  in  France,  and  Ireland,  verifies 
an  obfervation  made  by  the  wifeft  man,  that 
Atheifm  and  grofs  fuperftition  never  fail  to 
produce  the  fame  effects.    I  think  we  may  ap- 
ply to  this  abfur4  and  uncharitable  doctrine, 
what  Archbifliop  Tillotfon  did  to  tranfub- 
ftantiation,  "  that  it  is  a  mill-ftone  round  the 
neck  of  Popery,  which  will  one  day  drown  it." 
While  on  this  fubject  I  think  it  right  to  inform 
the  reader,  that  the  dodrine  of  tranfubftan- 
tiation  was  not  invented  'till  the  9th  century, 
and  that  it  was  vehemently  oppofed  by  the 
mod  eminent  divines  of  that  period,  particu- 
larly John  Scocus  Erigena,  Rabanus  Maurus, 
Archbifhop  of  Mentz,  and  Bertram  ;  and  in 
the  1  Ith  century  by  Berengarius.    The  Pope's 
fupremacy   was  not  eftabliftied,  nor  even 
thought,  of,  till  the  8th  century,  when  Char- 
lemagne 
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lemagne  fainted  his  Holinefs  as  Vicegerent 
of  God,  Vicar  of  Chrift,  fucceffbr  of  St.  Pe- 
ter, and  fuperior  to  all  earthly  Potentates,  in 
return  for  his  having  him  elected  Emperor  of 
Rome.  This  is  a  curious  article  of  hiftory, 
which  the  reader  may  fee,  in  the  Univerfal 
Hiftory,  in  Barrow  on  the  Supremacy,  in 
Gibbon's  Decline  of  the  Roman  Empire,  in 
Mofheim's  Ecclefiaflical  Hiftory,  or  in  Puf- 
fendorf's  Abridgement  of  Hiftory. 

To  make  the  public  believe,  that  the  perfe- 
ction of  Protectants  was  by  no  means  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  rebels,  Veritas  art- 
fully infinuates,  that  there  were  but  three  per- 
fons  put  to  death  in  Wexford,  from  the  joth 
of  May,  to  the  20th  of  June,  and  that  of  thefe, 
two  were  Roman  Catholics.  On  the  30th  of 
May,  John  Boyd*,  Thomas  Sparrow,  and  one 
Hadden,  a  porter,  were  affaffinated  in  the  town. 
Henry  Box,  a  (hoe-maker,  and  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Cook,  on  the  31ft,  contiguous  to  it. 
Now  it  is  well  known,  that  the  two  Roman 
Catholics  were  put  to  death,  merely  becaufe 
they  had  done  their  duty  in  giving  evidence 
againft  fome  rebels  ;  and  particularly  againft 
one  Dixon,  a  prieft,  who  had  been  a  notorious 
traitor;  and  fuch  was  their  deteftation  of  them, 
that  in  order  to  increafe  the  ignominy  of  their 
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deaths,  they  had  them  executed  by  Proteftants, 
whom  they  branded  with  the  appellation  of 
heretics.    Veritas  fays,  "  that  none  of  thofe 
murdei  s,  fave  thofe  of  the  two  Catholics,  came 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Clergy,    until  they 
were  perpetrated."     This   proves  that  they 
were  confenting  to  the  immolation  of  thefe 
victims  [0],  for  their  holy  church.    For  it  is 
acknov/Sedged,  that  they  had  previous  know- 
ledge of  this    afTaffi nation,    and  it  is  well 
known  that  they  were  tried  with  all  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  deliberation.      Now    if  Father 
Corrin  could  fave  feventeen  viclims  on  the 
20th  of  June,  from  the  rebel  blood-hounds, 
why  did  lie  not  refcue  thofe  two  men  ?  The 
truth  is,  they  were  confidered  as  enemies  to 
holy  church,   becaufe  their  evidence  tend- 
ed to  fupporc  focial  order  under  a  Proteftant 
or  heretical  ffcate.    In  contradiction  to  what 
Veritas  afTerts,  that  there  were  but  three  per- 
fons  put  to  death  in  Wexford  from  the  30th  of 
May  to  the  20th  of  June,  Jackfon  in  his  nar- 
rative fays,  page  31,  "  on  the  cay  that  infor- 
mation was  received  of  the  rebels  being  de- 
feated at  Rofs  (which  defeat  took  place  on  the 
5th  day  of  June),  to  revenge  the  lofs,  fifteen 
of  the  Wexford,  and  ten  of  the  Ennifcorthy 
people,  were  ordered  out  of  the  gaol,  that  he 

[d]  The  favage  Pikemen  knelt  down,  prayed  Tome  time, 
and  creffed  themfelves,  before  they  butchered  them. 
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was  dragged  into  clie  yard,  where  he  found  his 
unhappy  comrades  on  their  knees."  Jackfon 
then  fays,  that  Father  Corrin  arrived,  and  io 
far  influenced  the  rebels,  as  to  prevail  on  them 
to  return  into  the  gaol  the  fifteen  Wexford 
men ;  but  for  thofe  from  Ennifcorthy,  he 
could  obtain  no  remiffion.  Thus  Jackfon,  on 
whofe  veracity  Veritas  relies,  acknowledges, 
4  that  thefe  ten  pi  ifoners  were  malTacred,  as  foon 
as  the  defeat  at  Rofs  was  known  at  Wexford, 
which  inuft  have  been  a  day  or  two  at  mod 
after  that  event,  as  thefe  towns  are  but  nine- 
teen miles  afunder.  Veritas  quotes  the  narra- 
tive of  Charles  Jackfon,  and  admits  the  truth 
of  his  afTertions ;  and  he  fays,  page  JI,  that 
during  the  two  fir  ft  days  of  his  confinement, 
many  prifoners  were  taken  out  of  the  gaol, 
a  few  at  a  time;  and  being  carried  to  the  camp, 
were  piked,  Jackfon  was  imprifoned  the  31ft 
of  May. 

Veritas  fays,  "  it  is  notorious  to  every  man 
"  in  Wexford,  while  in  poiTeflion  of  the  rebels 
"  (and  many  loyal(^)  men  who  remained  there 
"  during  that  period)  that  the  Catholic  clergy- 
"  men  never  ceafed  by  every  argument  they 
"  could  adduce,  and  by  all  the  influence  and 

(a)  Every  loyal  man  in  the  town  was  imprifoned,  and  was 
deftined  for  definition. 

E  2  «  autho- 
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"  authority  they  could  be  fuppofed  to  po  fiefs 
"  with  a  fanguinary  and  infuriated  rabble, 
"  to  deprecate  the  effufion  of  human  blood, — 
"  and  this  from  the  altars,  in  the  public  llreets, 
"  at  the  prifons,  and  wherever,  or  whenever, 
"  they  could  perceive  any  intention  of  com- 
"  mitting  the  horrid  crime  of  murder."  I 
have  myfelf  converfed  with  many  perfons, 
both  Roman  Catholics  and  Proteftants,  who 
were  in  Wexford  during  that  period,  and  they 
uniformly  allured  me,  that  the  authority  of 
the  rebel  Generals,  viz.  Harvey(^)  and  Keugh, 
had  early  and  totally  declined,  that  the  Clergy 
were  the  only  perfons  there,  pofleffecl  of  any 
influence,  and  that  the  rebels  revered  them 
not  as  men,  but  as  Gods  :  that  in  the  ftreets 
they  bowed  low  to  them,  with  their  hats  off, 
and  continued  fo  while  they  were  in  their  fight; 
and  that  they  never  met  Doctor  Caulfield, 
without  falling  on  their  knees  and  receiving 
his  benedidlion.  On  the  trial  of  General 
Roach,  lately  held  at  Wexford,  Mr.  Good- 
hall,  a  yeoman,  who  had  been  led  to  execution 

(a)  The  former  was  depofed,  becaufe  he  would  not  give 
orders  for  burning  the  barn  at  Scullabogue,  and  the  life  of 
the  latter  was  often  threatened,  as  an  Orangeman.  The 
rebels  were  often  heard  to  fay  in  the  ftreets,  that  they  could 
not  have  luck  or  grace  while  there  were  any  heretics  in  their 
Army. 
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on  the  bridge,  fwore  that  no  perfon  at  Wexford 
could  have  prevented  the  efFufion  of  blood  but 
the  priefts.  After  the  moft minute  inveftigation 
I  never  could  difcover  a  difference  of  opinion 
on  this  point.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  ap- 
peared, from  many  collateral  fa£ts,  that  they 
feldom  exerted  that  authority  which  they  un- 
quefhionably  had  to  fave  the  lives  of  the  un- 
fortunate Proteftants.  On  Trinity  Sunday, 
the  3d  of  June,  General  Keugh  informed  the 
rebels,  when  on  parade,  that  Doctor  Caulfiekl 
had  ordered  a  fermon  to  be  preached,  fuited 
to  the  times  and  to  their  fituation,  and  that 
they  might  repair  to  the  chapel  to  hear  it  de- 
livered. Having  accordingly  marched  them 
thither,  Father  Roach,  chaplain  to  the  Doctor, 
preached  a  fermon,  part  of  which  was  ad- 
drefled  to  the  Proteftants,  who,  from  motives 
of  fear,  had  appeared  there  as  Profelytes  to 
Popery,  and  part  to  the  rebel  pikemen.  I  give 
fome  paragraphs  of  it,  as  related  by  different 
perfons  who  were  prefent.  He  faid  to  the 
Proteftants : — 

"  Ycu  come  .  here,  more  from  motives  of 
"  fear  than  fincere  converfion,  but  I  tell  you, 
"  that  unlefs  you  are  fincere,  you  will  all  be 
"  murdered.'*  Then  addreffing  himfelf  to 
the  pikemen :  "  For  above  an  hundred  years 

"  you 
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"  you  have  fuffered  much  from  the  cruelty 
"  and  oppreffion  of  the  Proteftaata,  yet  L 
"  would  advife  you  to  fpare  thefe  poor  people, 
"  and  to  deftroy  none  but  your  enemies, 
"  though  you  have  fuffered  and  are  ftill  fuf- 
"  fering  much  from  the  Proteftants.  You  are 
"  fighting  in  the  caufe  of  God  (a),  of  your 
"  religion,  and  for  your  rights.  You  have 
"  clone  much  towards  fucceeding,  but  there 
"  remains  a  great  deal  more  to  be  done.  You 
"  have  put  your  hand  to  the  plough,  and  you 
"  muft  not  flop  till  you  have  obtained  your 
"  object."  He  ftrongly  diffuaded  his  flock 
from  attempting  to  make  profelytes  be- 
caufe,  he  faid,  that  the  Proteftants  could  not 
be  fincere.  From  what  he  faid  before,  we  can 
eafily  perceive  his  motive  for  diffuading  his 
feclaries  from  making  converts.  A  difcourfe, 
fomewhat  fimilar,  was  delivered  from  the 
altar  on  the  ioth  day  of  June  ;  and  on  the 
fame  day  a  proclamation  was  read  from  the 

{a)  The  Mahometans,  as  well  as  the  Papifts,  maintain, 
that  every  perfon  who  is  not  of  their  religion  is  an  enemy  to 
God,  and  that  when  they  are  fighting  againft  fuch,  they  are 
lighting  in  the  caufe  of  God.  Ockley's  Hiftory  of  the  Sa- 
racens, Vol.  i.  p.  198,  228. 

(b)  Many  Roman  Catholics  perfuaded  their  Proteftant 
friends  and  relations  to  become  Papifts,  to  fave  their  lives, 
but  the  Priefts  would  not  be  trilled  with. 

altar, 
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altar,  ofiering  a  reward  for  the  apprehcnfion 
of  George  Ogle  (a),  James  Boyd,  Hawtrey 
White,  and  A.  H.  Jacob,  Efqrs.  four  magis- 
trates of  diftinguifhed  loyalty.  In  the  fermon 
preached  on  this  day  he  told  the  pikemen  that 
they  would  all  be  murdered,  unlefs  they  fuc- 
ceeded  ;  and  he  defired  the  priefts  to  make  no 
more  profelytes,  as  they  could  not  be  fincere. 
On  the  17th  day  of  June,  it  was  announced 
from  the  altar,  that  a  particular  day  was  to  be 
obferved  as  a  fail  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  war. 
Colonel  Le  Hunte  and  many  other  refpeclable 
perfons  were  prefent  when  thofe  fermons  were 
preached  ;  and  I  will  appeal  to  the  candour  o'z 
the  public,  whether  they  could  have  been  de- 
livered without  the  knowledge  and  privity  of 
Dodor  Caulfield.  The  town  of  Wexford  and 
all  the  rebel  camps  were  conftantly  attended  by 
great  numbers  of  priefts,  who  animated  and 
exhorted  the  rebels  by  inflammatory  and  fan- 
guinary  harangues  (£),  and  dady  faid  mafs 
for  them.  The  truth  is,  they  believed  that 
the  riling  was  general  all  over  Ireland,  that 

(a)  The  firft  is  member  for  the  city  of  Dublin.  The  fe- 
cond  for  the  town  of  Wexford. 

(£)  See  Grandy's  affidavit  in  Jackfon*s  Narrative,  con- 
taining the  harangues  of  Father  Murphy,  a  Parifh  Prieft, 
encouraging  the  extirpation  of  Heretics,  in  the  edition 
printed  by  J.  Jones. 
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Dublin  was  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  and 
that  a  complete  fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant 
State,  and  a  reparation  from  England,  which 
they  had  meditated,  muft  take  place. 

Charles  Jackfon  fays,  in  his  Narrative,  page 
65,  "  that  the  vVexford  clergy,  not  only  from 
"  the  altar,  but  in  every  place,  and  on  all  oc- 
"  cafions,  ftrove  to  difTuade  the  rebels  from 
"  mafTacring  their  Proteftant  fellow  fu^ecls." 
But  how  could  he  know  this,  as  he  was  a  clofe 
prifoner  in  the  gaol  from  the  31ft  of  May  till 
the  2 1  ft  of  June,  when  the  King's  troops  ar- 
rived ?  Befides,  great  deductions  are  to  be 
made  from  what  he  fays  on  this  point,  as  he 
is  married  to  a  Papift. 

Many  refpeclable  perfons,  and  fome  of 
them  papifts,  have  declared  without  referve, 
that  the  Fopifh  clergy  could  have  prevented 
any  one  individual  from  fuffering,  even  by 
a  turn  cf  their  finger.  This  was  the  expreflion 
they  made  ufe  of. 

Veritas  denies,  "  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
"  clergy,  then  in  Wexford,  poflefled  one  atom 
u  of  authority,  except  that  fpiritual  autho- 
"  rity  they  ordinarily  poiTefs  over  the  loyal, 
"  peaceable,  and  amenable,  of  their  comrau- 
"  nion,  very  few  of  whom  then  remained  in 

«  Wex- 
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"  Wexford,  to  aid  the  exertions  of  the  clergy 
"  in  repreffing  an  ungovernable  banditti ; 
and  yet  he  admits,  that  Father  Corrin  was 
able  to  reftrain  that  ungovernable  banditti, 
when  they  were  butchering  their  Proteftant 
prifoners  on  the  bridge.  So  much  for  the 
reafoning  of  Veritas.  This  argument,  like  a 
weapon  in  the  hand  of  an  awkward  perfon,  re- 
coils, and  wounds  him  who  wields  it.  Now 
if  he  had  influence  enough  to  do  fo  at  fevea 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  their  thirft  for 
blood  was  infatiable,  why  did  he  not  exert  it 
at  two  o'clock,  when  the  bloody  work  began 
at  the  gaol,  which  is  in  the  town,  and  where 
fome  victims  were  immolated  before  they 
proceeded  to  the  bridge  ?  but  to  palliate  the 
latenefs  of  his  interference,  Veritas  aflerts, 
that  "  Dodlor  Caulfield,  Mr.  Corrin,  and  every 
11  Catholic  clergyman  at  Wexford,  were  ut- 
"  terly  ignorant  of  any  bufinefs  of  blood, 
"  either  done  or  intended,  on  the  tragic  day 
M  of  the  maffacre  on  Wexford  bridge,  until 
"  Mr.  Corrin,  while  at  dinner,  received  a 
"  inefTage  from  Mr.  Kellet,  defiring  he  might 
"  haften  to  him,  with  all  poflible  fpeed."  Now 
I  appeal  to  every  perfon  capable  of  reafoning, 
whether  the  Catholic  clergy  could  alone  re- 
main ignorant  of  the  barbarous  defign  of  the 
rebels,  when  it  was  announced  an  hour  before 

F  the 
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the  maffacre .  began,  by  a  black  flag,  with  a 
white  crofs  0:1  it,  which  was  carried  through 
the  town  in  procedion,  and  which  petrified  with 
horror  every    perfon    of  humanity.  This 
dreadful  fcene  of  carnage  continued  for  five 
hours.    The  victims  were  carried  from  the 
gaol  to  the  bridge,  through  the  main  itreet, 
in  numbers  from  ten  to  twenty,  furrounded 
by  the  ruthlefs  pikemen,  and  each  proceffion 
was  preceded  by  that  doleful  harbinger  of 
death,  the  black  flag.    In  this  manner  they 
butchered  ninety-five  Protectants,  and  fame 
of  them  gentlemen  of  diftinguifhed  worth. 
Could  this  tragic  fcene  have  continued  fo  ma- 
ny hours  without  the  knowledge  of  any  one 
individual  in  fo  fmall  a  town  as  Wexford  ? 
The  idea  is  abfurd  ;  but  the  truth  is,  no  per- 
ions  are  fo  blind  or  fo  deaf,  as  thofe  who  are 
unwilling  to  fee  or  to  hear.    It  is  a  fact  uni- 
verfally  known,    that  a  perfon  of  humanity 
went  to  Doctor  Caulfield,  and  befought  him 
to  interfere,  when  the  rebels  were  about  to 
take  out  the  prifoners  to  execution,  and  that 
he  pofitively  refufed  to  do  fo,  but  promifed 
that  he  would  fend  his  Chaplain  Father  Roach 
for  that  purpofe  ;  however  he  never  interfered. 
The  Friars  were  warned  of  it,  by  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Wexford,  who  implored  them  to  com- 
mand the  rebels  to  defift ;  but  they  anfwered, 

that 
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that  they  would  recommend,  but  not  com- 
mand them  todofo;  yet  they  never  interfered. 
Though  Doctor  Caul  field  would  not  exert  him- 
felf  to  prevent  the  effufion  of  blood  on  the 
bridge,  he  repaired  to  Lord  Kingfborougn's 
lodgings,  and  difplayed  that  authority  he  was 
known  to  poflfefs,  in  faving  his  life  ;  and  it  is 
univerfally  believed,  that  his  motive  for  doing 
fo  was  this  :  fhould  a  reverfe  of  fortune  take 
place,  he  was  a  valuable  hoftage,  and  the  Po- 
pirn  Clergy  might  have  derived  the  moft  im- 
portant advantages  from  having  faved  the  life 
of  a  perfon  of  his  rank  and  influence.  In 
the  evening,  after  the  maflacre  was  over,  a 
number  of  pikemen  returning  from  the  bridge, 
fell  on  their  knees  and  received  his  benediction. 
This  is  a  fact  univerfally  known.  The  interfe- 
rence of  Father  Corrin  happened  thus.  He 
chriftened  a  child  the  morning  of  the  maffacre 
for  Mrs.  Kellet,  who  is  of  the  Popiih  perfuafion, 
and  he  promifed  to  fave  her  hufband's  life ; 
and  when  Mr.  Kellet  was  led  out  to  execution, 
he  fent  a  meffage  to  Mr.  Corrin  to  apprize 
him  of  the  imminent  danger  he  was  in  ;  on 
which  he  repaired  to  the  bridge,  and  refcued 
him.  This  evinces  the  plenitude  of  his  power, 
which  if  exerted  at  an  earlier  period,  might 
have  faved  many  valuable  lives.  Different 
perfons  at  that  time  in  Wexford,  and  fome 
F  2  who 
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who  lived  near  the  bridge,  have  unanhnoufly 
declared,  that  a  perfon  approached  it  in  great 
hafte,  and  cried  out  "  to  arms,  as  a  reinforce- 
ment was  neceffary  at  Vinegar-hill,  towards 
which  the  King's  troops  were  advancing  :"  that 
immediately  the  rebels  difperfed,  crying  aloud, 
"  to  camp,  to  camp,  to  Vinegar-hill,  come 
on,  boys  ;  thank  God  we  have  fent  thefe  fouls 
to  Hell !"  that  Father  Corrin  did  not  arrive  at 
the  bridge  till  after  this  event  took  place  [a). 
A  perfon  of  the  utmoft  veracity,  who  was  led 
out  to  execution,  and  narrowly  efcaped,  has 
pofitively  afTerted,  that  he  believes  Father 
Corrin  would  not  have  interfered  at  all,  but 
that  he  imagined  there  was  a  complete  reverfe 
of  fortune,  in  confequence  of  the  alarm  occa- 
fioned  by  the  arrival  of  the  melTenger  from  Vi- 
negar-hill. A  very  amiable  lady,  who  refided 
during  the  rebellion,  near  the  bridge,  wrote 
an  exact  diary  of  every  thing  that  pafTed,  and 
fhe  fays  in  it,  "  that  foon  after  the  maffacre 

"  ceafed,  Mr.  ,  one  of  the  Committee  for 

"  provifions  came  to  us.  He  was  like  ourfelves, 
"  half  dead  with  horror,  and  declared,  that  he 
"  entreated  the  Priefts  to  come  down  with  their 

(a)  We  will  allow  Father  Corrin  the  merit  of  having  pre- 
vented Mr.  Kellet  from  being  remanded  to  prifon,  and  no 
more. 
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"  crucifixes,  and  prevent  the  maflacres,  but 
"  they  allrefufed.  We  told  him,  that  Father 
"  Broe  faid  he  had  fayed  nineteen  perfons. 

"  This  Mr.   —  denied,  and  faid  it  was 

"  the  exprefs  that  faved  them." 

Jackfon,  on  whofe  veracity  Veritas  relies  fo 
much,  fays,  page  34,  that  while  they  were 
torturing  Gurley  on  the  bridge,  General  Roach 
rode  up  in  great  hafte,  and  bid  them  beat  to 
arms,  faying  that  Vinegar-hill  camp  was  befet, 
and  that  reinforcements  were  wranting,  that 
this  operated  like  lightening  on  the  rebels, 
who  inftantly  quitted  the  bridge,  and  left 
Jackfon  and  the  other  victims  on  their  knees. 
That  the  mob  (confifting  of  more  women  than 
men),  which  had  been  fpefrators,  alio  inftant- 
ly difperfed  in  every  direction,  fuppofing  the 
King's  troops  were  at  hand  :  that  the  prifoners, 
fiupified  with  horror,  remained  fome  time  on 
their  knees  without  making  any  effort  to 
efcape  :  that  the  rebel  guard  foon  returned, 
took  them  back  to  gaol  [b)9  telling  them  that 

they 

(a)  This  clearly  proves  that  fome  of  the  prifoners  might 
not  have  known  the  real  caufe  of  the  difperfion  of  the  re- 
bels and  of  their  own  prefervation. 

(b)  It  is  certain  that  Father  Corrin  prevented  Mr.  Kellet 
from  being  reconducted  to  prifon  ;  but  why  did  he  not  ex- 
tend his  humanity  in  the  fame  manner  to  the  other  prii'bners  ? 

This 
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they  fhould  not  efcape  any  longer  than  next 
day,  when  neither  man,  woman,  nor  child, 
of  the  Proteftants  ftiould  be  left  alive  [a) 

Veritas  fays,  "  that  the  charge  againft  the 
unfortunate  fufferers  was  not  their  being 
Proteftants,  but  the  motive  profefled  by  their 
murderers,  whether  true  or  falfe,  was,  that 
they  were  Orangemen,  and  elfe where,  that 
it  was  againft  a  political,  and  not  a  religious 
fedl  of  Proteftants."  This  artful  attempt  to 
hide  the  grim,  the  hideous,  the  Gorgon  vifage 
of  Popery,  with  a  political  mafk,  while  fana- 
tical fury  againft  Proteftants  in  general,  fer- 
mented in  her  bofom,  and  fhe  held  a  dagger 
in  her  hand  ready  to  ihed  their  blood,  is  per- 
fectly conlonant  to  that  diflimulation  which 
is  peculiar  to  the  Popifti  fuperftition. 

It  is  certain,  that  there  exifted  fome  bitter 
feuds  between  the  Prefbyterians  and  the  De- 
fenders, in  the  county  of  Armagh,  for  fome 
years  before  the  rebellion  broke  out,  and  that 
many  lives  were  loft  on  both  fides,  when  their 

This  fhewed  manifeft  partiality  in  favour  of  Mr.  Kellet 
who  had  a  Popifh  wife.  If  Father  Corrin  could  fave  the 
lives  of  the  other  prifoners,  he  might  have  prevented  thera 
from  being  remanded  to  prtfon. 

(a)  The  Rebels  in  this  in  ft  an  ce  took  off  the  malk. 
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paffions  were  inflamed.  The  Defenders  [a) 
were  regularly  organized  in  clubs  and  focie- 
ties,  fo  early  as  the  year  1 789,  in  that  county  ; 
and  they  committed  many  defperate  outrages 
in  the  year  179 1,  witnefs  the  Barclay  family, 
who  were  maffacred  with  favage  barbarity,  at 
Forkill,  on  the  30th  of  January,  of  that  year. 
Some  other  Proteflant  families  were  maflacred 
there  about  the  fame  time,  and  Mr.  Hudfon, 
the  clergyman  of  the  parifh  was  fired  at  twice. 

The  Defenders  were  a  Popifli  banditti,  whofe 
profeffed  object  was  to  deprive  the  Proteftants 
of  their  arms.  In  confequence  of  many  out- 
rages and  barbarities  difgraceful  to  human  na- 
ture5  the  High  Sheriff  and  Grand  Jury,  of 
the  county  of  Armagh,  entered  into  the  fol- 
lowing Refolutions  at  the  Summer  Aflizes  of 
1791  : 

"  Having  taken  the  flate  of  the  county  of 
Armagh  into  confideration,  and  being  deter- 
mined to  preferve  the  peace,  we  do  unani- 
moufly  agree,  that  a  rage  among  the-  Roman 
Catholics,  for  illegally  arming  themfelves,  has 
of  late  taken  place,  and  is  truly  alarming.  In 
order  then,  to  put  a  flop  to  fuch  proceedings, 

{a)  They  did  not  affum?  the  tide  of  Defenders  till  foms 
time  after. 

and 
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and  to  reftore  tranquillity,  we  do  pledge  our- 
felves  to  each  other,  as  magiftrates,  and  indi- 
viduals, and  do  hereby  offer  a  reward  of  five 
guineas,  for  the  conviction  of  each  of  the  firfl: 
twenty  perfons,  illegally  afTembled,  and  armed 
as  aforefaid." 

This  banditti  foon  fpread  themfelves  over 
moft  of  the  counties  of  Leinfter  and  Ulfter, 
and  exercifed  nocturnal  affaflination  and  plun- 
der, till  the  end  of  the  year  1 795,  or  the  be- 
ginning of  I796,  when  they  coalefced  with, 
and  became  auxiliaries  to  the  United  Irishmen. 
In  the  year  1792,  they  plundered,  or  attack- 
ed, 182  houfes  in  the  county  of  Louth.  At 
the  Spring  AfTizes  for  that  county,  held  at 
Dundalk,  twenty-one  Defenders  were  fentenc- 
ed  to  die,  twenty-five  to  be  tranfported,  twelve 
to  be  imprifoned  a  certain  time,  for  having 
confpired  to  murder  different  perfons,  thir- 
teen indicted  for  murder  put  off  their  trials, 
and  bench  warrants  were  iffued  againfl  eighty 
defenders  who  abfconded. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1 793,  a  large 
body  of  them  attacked  a  detachment  of  the 
4 1  fc  regiment,  when  on  their  march,  at  Peterf- 
ville,  in  the  county  of  Meath.  In  the  fame 
month,  a  company  of  that  regiment,  while  on 

their 
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their  march,  was  wantonly  affaulted  by  a  large 
party  of  Defenders,  well  armed,  in  the  county 
of  Leitrim,  between  Manor-Hamilton  and 
Carrick-on-Shannon.  In  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary of  the  fame  year,  a  detachment  of  the 
8th  regiment  was  attacked  by  them  at  Ath- 
boy  (4),  in  the  county  of  Meath. 

In  fhort,  in  the  years  1 793,  1794,  *795,  and 
1796,  the  counties  of  Donegal,  Sligo,  Mayo, 
Leitrim,    Rofcommon,   Cavan,  Fermanagh, 
Armagh,  Meath  and  Dublin,  were  agitated  to 
an  alarming  degree.    The  fpeech  of  Lord 
Weftmorland  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  on 
the  1 6th  of  Auguft,  179^,  bears  unequivocal 
teftimony  of  their  rebellious  and  turbulent 
difpofition.    At  laft$  the  Proteftants  of  the 
county  of  Armagh   perceiving,    that  unlefs 
they  united  for  their  prefervation,  they  could 
not  withftar.d  this  Popifh  banditti,  who  were 
impelled  by  fanaticifm,  and  organized  into 
clubs,  inftituted  Orange  Societies  for  their  de- 
fence, in  the  year  1794.    As  the  pa  (lions  of 
both  parties  were  very  much  inflamed,  many 
lives  were  loft  in  the  conflicts  which  enfued 
between  them.    It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the 
Orangemen  in  that  county,  who  obtained  a 

{a  The  King's  troops  tha*  affaulted  on  their  march  were 
not  Orangemen. 
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decided  fuperiority  over  their  antagonifls 
puihed  their  revenge  to  an  extreme ;  for  they 
drove  great  numbers  of  the  Defenders  into 
the  province  of  Connaught>  in  the  year  1796. 
From  the  report  of  the  refpe&able  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Mayo,  it  appears,  that  all 
the  Defenders  who  migrated  thither,  were  vi- 
rulent republicans,  and  drenched  with  fuper- 
ftitious  credulity,  being  all  of  the  fcapular  or- 
der ;  and  I  have  been  well  informed,  that  they 
took  the  lead  among  the  rebels  who  joined  the 
French.  In  the  year  1 795,  the  city  of  Dublin, 
and  the  country  contiguous  to  it,  were  very 
much  infefted  by  the^Defenders.  In  the  Sum- 
mer {a)  of  that  year,  they  raifed  a  mutiny  in. 
the  garrifon  of  the  metropolis,  which  put  it 
in  imminent  danger;  and  might  have  been  fatal 
to  it,  but  for  the  feafonable  reinforcement 
which  arrived  there  from  the  camp  of  Lehaun- 
ftown,  Their  intemperate  zeal  overcame 
their  prudence  fofar,  that  the  guard 'marching 
from  the  barrack  to  the  Caftle  as  attacked 
by  them  on  EHex-bridge,  and  sn  attempt  was 
made  to  wrench  the  colours  from  the  officer 
that  accompanied  it.  A  dragoon,  detached 
from  the  Caftle  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  then 
refident  at  the  Park,  with  intelligence  of  this 

(a)  All  this  time  Doctor  HufTey  was  very  bufy  at  Le* 
haunftown  camp  in  preaching  to  the  Soldiers. 

event, 


43 

event,  was  feized  by  the  rebels,  cruelly  beaten 
by  them,  and  narrowly  efcaped  affaffination. 
Many  thoufands  of  thefe  rebels,  to  prove  their 
ftrength  by  their  numbers,  marched  through 
the  city  of  Dublin,  attending  a  lham  funeral, 
on  the  3©th  of  April,  1797.    In  that  year, 
their   fe'ditious  meetings  were  fo  frequent, 
they  committed  f'uch  outrages,  and  their  num- 
bers encreafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in  the 
month  of  January,  I798,  and  not  before,  the 
Proteflants  of  Dublin  thought  it  prudent  to 
unite  for  their  prefervation,  and  to  prevent 
the  Conftitutionfrom  being  fubverted.  They 
openly  declared,  that  the  only  objedt  of  the 
Orange  Clubs  was    to  maintain  focial  order, 
and  to  protect  the  lives  and  property  of  all  his 
Majefty's  loyal  fubjefts,  from  the  fpirit  of  anar- 
chy and  outrage,  which  had  for  fome  time 
threatened  them.    A  few  Orange  Clubs  were 
inftituted  in  the  years  1796  and  179"7,  in  fome 
towns  of  Leinfter  and  Ulfter  from  the  fame 
prudential  motives ;  and  they  openly  declared, 
that  the  objedt  of  their  Union  was  fimilar  to 
thofe  formed  in  the  metropolis.    Not  only 
their  declarations,  but  their  conduct,  unquef- 
tionably  evinced,  that  their  views  were  merely 
defenfive ;  for  except  in  the  county  of  Armagh, 
they  never,  as  Orangemen,  attacked  or  injured 
any  of  his  Majefty's  fubje&s  ;  and  yet  the  Po- 
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pifh  members  of  the  Irifh  Union,  and  particu- 
larly  the  Priefts,  knowing  that  they,  by  their 
united  ftrength,  would  form  a  firm  barrier 
againft  the  progrefs  of  rebellion,  denounced 
them  as  enemies  to  the  Catholics,  and  declared 
that  their  extirpation  was  the  only  object  of 
their  inftitution;  and  this  in  many  parts  of 
Leinfler  and  Munfter,  where  Orangemen  were 
never  known  to  exift.  The  virulent  oppofiti- 
on  given  to  the  eftabiifhment  of  the  Yeoman- 
ry in  Dublin,  in  the  year  1 796,  by  MefTrs. 
K.  and  13.  and  many  other  members  of  the 
Revolutionary  Catholic  Committee,  of  1792, 
flowed  from  the  fame  motive,  and  proved,  that 
they  were  equally  hoftile  to  every  inftitution 
which  could  have  any  tendency  to  prevent  the 
fubverfion  of  the  Conftitution.  At  all  events, 
this  falfe  and  malicious  report  of  the  defigns 
of  the  Orangemen,  produced  the  defired  effed, 
an  indifcriminate  flaughter  of  Protectants, 
where  the  military  or  yeomanry  couid  not  pro- 
tect them. 

The  ferocious  rebels  often  confefled,  when 
interrogated,  that  they  never  had  feen,  and 
could  not  defcribe  an  Orangeman  ;  and  thus 
their  difguife  was  eafily  feen  through,  by  thofe 
*whofe  minds  were  not  clouded  with  prejudices, 
or  inflamed  by  fanaticifm.    In  the  county  of 

Wex- 
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Wexford  the  poor  Proteftant  peafants  and  me- 
chanics were  dragged  from  the  humble  abodes 
peaceful  induitry  hy  their  Popilh  neigh- 
bours, with  whom  they  had  always  lived  on 
terms  of  cordial  friendiliip,  and  were  cruelly 
rnaifacred  is  Orangemen.  In  fhort,  the  word 
Orangeman  was  but  the  warboop  for  the 
butchery  of  Proteftants ;  for  the  names  of 
both  were  lb  artfully  confounded,  that  they  are 
fynonimous  in  the  opinion  of  the  common  herd 
of  Papiits.  Were  the  Albigenfes  and  Wal- 
denfes,  trie  Proteftants  maflacred  at  Paris  on  St, 
Bartholomew,  in  Piedmont,  or  the  Cevennes,  or 
at  Montauban  in  the  year  1791,  were  the 
Moors  expelled  from  Spain,  or  the  Proteftants 
maffacred  in  Ireland,  in  the.  year  164.1,  Orange- 
men ?  No ;  but  the  fpirit  of  Popery,  as  rave- 
nous as  the  grave,  and  as  relentlefs  as  death, 
dictated  their  deftru  dnon.  Affe  thofe  pious 
fathers,  Doclor  Coppinger,  Bifliop  of  Cloyne, 
and  Dr.  Bcllew,  Bifnop  of  Riilala,  why  thefe 
infamous  and  groundlefs  reports  about  Orange- 
men were  propagated  in  their  diocefesr  and 
whether  there  ever  exifted  a  perfon  of  that 
defcription  in  them  ? 

When  the  poor  fufferers  wrere  taken  prifo- 
ners,  they  were  aiked  whether  they  could 
crofs  themselves,  and  fay  certain  Popilh  pray- 
er o 


46 


crs.  If  they  could,  they  were  difcharged,  if 
not,  they  were  maffacred  or  imprifoned  (a). 

Veritas  fays,  "  let  me  afk  who  were  the 
prime  movers,  and  mod  prominent  agitators 
in  this  rebellion,  from  the  origin  to  its  prefent 
ftate.  Were  they  in  majority,  or  in  any  con- 
fiderable  degree,  Catholics  of  known  adherence 
to  the  principles  of  their  religion?  (b)  No,  thofe 
of  them  who  profeffed  indeed  a  femblance  of 
Catholicity,  were  for  the  greater  part  of  Paine's 
fchool,  Catholics  in  profeflion,  but  Deifts  in 
religion,  the  leaders  for  the  moft  part  Protec- 
tants." 

Veridicus  admits,  that  the  firft  leaders  and 
projectors  of  the  Rebellion  confided  of  a  mot- 
ley lift  of  Proteftants,  Prefbyterians  and  Pa- 
pi  fls  ;  but  it  is  notorious  that  the  latter  artfully 
concealed  their  fecret  clefign  of  extirpating  the 
former,  till  the  rebellion  broke  out ;  and  after 
the  2  3d  of  May,  we  cannot  find  a  fingle  iniiancc 
of  a  Proteflant  in  the  rebel  ranks,  except  two 
or  three  leaders  at  Wexford,  who  were  depof- 
eJ  or  loft  all  authority  ;  and  for  a  very  obvi- 

(a)  See  Jackfon's  account  of  this  ceremony,  page  2$. 

[b)  From  \vh2t  I  have  already  quoted  from  Romifh  Coun- 
cils and  Papal  Bulls,  it  is  obvious  that  every  perfon  concern- 
ed in  the  late  Rebellion  againft  the  Proteiknt  State,  acted 
agreeably  to  the  principles  of  his  Religion. 
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oiis  reafon;  becaufe  they  found  too  late,  that 
Chat  monfter  Popifh  fanaticifm  larked  behind 
the  curtain,  and  meditated  the  deftrudtion  of 
all  Proteftants  without  diftindtion.  It  is  well 
known,  that  Generals  Keugh  and  Harvey 
would  have  fallen  a  prey  to  it,  at  Wexford,  if 
the  Republic  had  lafted  a  few  days  longer.  In 
their  lafl  moment  they  acknowledged,  that 
they  difcovered  when  they  could  not  withdraw, 
that  it  was  a  religious  war,  and  that  the  Popifh 
Priefts  were  the  chief  inftigators  of  it.  The 
fanatic  pikemen  were  conftantly  heard  to  de- 
clare in  Wexford,  that  they  would  kill  all  he- 
retics, and  have  but  one  religion. 

Veritas  fays,  "  happily  for  the  Catholic 
church,  there  are  other,  and  mod  refpediable 
authorities  to  vindicate  its  loyalty,  and  the  * 
chriftianity  of  its  principles.  Where  were  the 
Catholic  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  Ireland 
during  the  late  rebellion  ?  They  were  in  the 
fame  ranks  with  their  loyal  Protectant  fellow- 
fubjecl^,  rallying  around  their  King,  the  Con- 
ftitution,  and  the  laws  of  their  country  ;  and 
gallantly  defending  them  againft  the  efforts  of 
Rebellion.'' 

Veridicus  admits,  that  many  of  the  Popifh 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  were  loy<il  during 

the 
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the  rebellion  :  and  why  ?  becaufe  though  they 
conformed  to  a  few  idle  ceremonies,  and  be- 
lieved in  a  few  fpeculative  doctrines  of  their 
church,  they  were  in  their  moral  conduct, 
Chriftians,  and  not  Papifts  ;  but  even  fome 
gentlemen,  many  of  the  middle  rank,  and  al- 
moft  the  whole  of  the  common  herd  of  Papifts, 
in  conformity  to  the  genuine  principles  of  their 
religion,  indulged  that  fanguinary  fpirit  againft 
Proteftants,  which  has  been  frequently  enjoined 
by  many  Councils  of  the  Romifh.  church,  and 
by  innumerable  Papal  Bulls.  The  gentleman 
of  that  profeflion  lips  but  the  furface  of  the 
medicated  Roman  Chalice,  the  befotted  vulgar 
Papift  has  drank  the  very  dregs  of  its  intoxi- 
cating poifon.  m 

"  Ille  impiger  hauiit  ipumantem  pateram." 

Chriftianity  and  Popery  differ  widely  from 
each  other.  Our  Saviour  fays,  if  you  love  me, 
love  one  another ;  and  by  the  6th  command- 
ment, it  is  laid  down,  "  Thou  fhalt  do  no 
murder."  By  the  divine  law  it  is  ordained, 
that,  "  Whofo  fhedeth  man's  blood,  by 
man  fhall  his  blood  be  fhed,  for  in  the  image 
of  God  made  he  man."(^)  But  the  Pope,  like 
Mahomet,  offers  a  crown  of  eternal  glory  to 


[a]  Genets,  chap.  9,  v.  6. 
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thofe  who  fhall  affaffiriate  fuch  of  their  fel- 
low-creatures, as  do  not  profefs  their  creed. 
Our  Saviour  fays,  "  a  portion  of  all  fhall  be 
faved."  The  Pope,  "  all  thofe  who  are  not 
within  the  pale  of  my  church  fhall  be  doomed 
to.  eternal  damnation,  (a)  The  holy  fcripture 
fays,  "  A  Bifhop  fhall  be  the  hufband  of  one 
wife,  and  of  good  behaviour  and  in  the 

fame  chapter,  St.  Paul  tells  the  inferior  Clergy, 
that  their  wives  muft  be  grave,  not  flanderers, 
fober,  faithful  in  all  things,  (c)  The  Popifh 
Priefls  would  do  well  to  obferve  this  doclrine, 
inftead  of  following  the  advice  of  the  Pope, 
who  forbids  them  to  marry,  but  tells  them  that 
they  may  get  abfolution  for  committing  fin. 
The  Roman  Clergy  all  over  the  continent, 
kept  concubines,  when  they  were  at  firft  pro- 
hibited from  marrying,  (d ) 

When  celibacy  was  eftablifhed  in  England, 
in  the  1 2th  century,  the  Clergy  gave  univer- 
fally  into  concubinage  ;  and  the  Bifhops  con- 
fined them  to  one  woman,  to  prerent  it 
from  degenerating  into  licentioufnefs.  (e) 

(a)  This  doctrine  is  ftrongly  inculcated  in  the  Alcoran  of 
Mahomet. 

(b)  St.  Paul  to  Timothy,  3d  chap.  v.  2.    (c)  V.  8.  and  n. 

(d)  Giannone,  lib.  5.  page  275. 

(e)  Hume,  vol.  2.  page  64. 
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Our  Saviour  fays,  a  all  thofe  that  take  the 
fword,  fhall  perifh  by  the  fword."  (#) 

This  prophefy  points  ftrongly  at  the  many 
facerdotal  heroes  who  fell  in  the  rebellion,  by 
the  fword  and  the  gibbet.  The  Pope's  Nuncio, 
in  the  year  177I,  blefled  the  inftruments  with 
which  fome  afTaffins  were  to  murder  the  King 
of  Poland,  (b) 

In  various  part  of  holy  writ  it  is  ordered, 
that  all  chriftians  fhall  read  the  Bible,  (c)  The 
Pope,  in  the  4th  rule  of  his  Index  expurgatori- 
us,  formed  under  the  Council  of  Trent,  fays, 
"  that  no  perfon  fhall  receive  abfolution,  un- 
lefs  he  firft  gives  up  his  Bible/'  the  ufe  of 
which  he  pofitively  prohibits. 

This  reminds  me  of  an  obfervation  of  Arch- 
bifliop  Tillotfon,  "  that  thofe  who  are  working 
in  darknefs  are  afraid  o£  the  light,  and  thofe 
who  know  that  the  holy  fcripture  is  againft 
them,  will  prevent  it  from  being  read."  When 
the  multitude,  ftruck  with  the  miracles  of  our 
Saviour,  offered  to  make  him  their  King,  he 

(a)  St.  Matthew,  chap.  26.  v.  52. 

(b)  See  Wraxairs  account  of  it  in  Cox's  Travels,  Lib.  1. 
chap.  3. 

(r)  St.  Paul  to  Timothy,  chap.  3.  v.  15,  16,  17.  St. 
John,  chap.  5.  v.  39,    A&s,  chap.  17.  v.  11. 
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anfwered.t  that  his  kingdom  was  not  of  thit 
world. 

The  Pope  fays,  in  his  Bull  of  Excommuni- 
cation againft  Henry  IV.  of  France  :  "  The  au- 
thority given  to  St.  Peter,  and  his  fucceflbrs, 
by  the  immenfe  power  of  the  eternal  Kingt 
excels  all  the  power  of  earthly  Kings  :  it  paffes 
uncontroulable  fentence  on  them."[#] 

Tho'  Veritas  aflerts,  that  the  rebellion  was 
confined  to  a  furious  and  ungovernable  rabble, 
it  appears  that  many  gentlemen  proud  of  their 
anceftry,  and  others,  without  number,  po£- 
fefled  of  confiderable  wealth,  and  raifed  far 
above  the  vulgar  by  their  education,  though 
of  a  meaner  rank,  were  deeply  involved  in  it, 
John  Colclough  of  Ballyteigue,  John  and  Ed- 
ward Hay,  Edward  Fitz-Gerald,  Garret  and 
William  Byrne  of  Ballymanus,  Efmond  Ky- 
an,  nephew  to  Sir  Thomas  Efmond,  were  all 
gentlemen.  Of  the  great  number  of  wealthy 
fhop-keepers,  tradefmen,  and  farmers,  in  and 
about  Wexford,  I  fhall  only  mention  the  fol- 
lowing. Roach,  a  farmer,  was  a  General  in 
the  rebel  army.  Fraine,  an  opulent  tanner, 
Prendergaft,  a  rich  malfter,  the  bloody  Tho- 


[a]  This  Bull  occafioned  the  afTaflination  of  that  amiable 
Monarch. 
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mas  Dixon,  fhip-owner,  Pender  and  Murphy, 
fhcp- keepers,  ail  of  Wexford. 

All  the  opulent  farmers  and  ftiop-keepers  in 
and  about  Ennifcorthy,  with  but  few  excepti- 
ons, and  j>fome  gentlemen,  were  active  rebels. 
Among  thefe  we  find,  William  Devereux  of 
Taghmon,  William  Barker,  a  brewer,  and 
a  merchant,  Mr.  Pat.  Sutton,  and  his  two 
fons,  Luke  Byrne,  a  rich  malftcr,  and  his  two 
fons*  This  wretch,  though  far  advanced  in 
years,  ufed  to  boaft  of  the  number  of  Protec- 
tants he  had  murdered  with  his  own  hand. 
In  the  county  of  Kildare,  Do6lor  Efmond, 
Meflrs.  Aylmer  and  Fitz-Gerald,  proud  of 
their  defcent,  were  notorious  rebels.  In  the 
county  of  Mayo,  we  find  the  names  of  Blake, 
French,  O'Doude,  M  I  onnell,  and  Behew, 
vain  of  their  lineage,  leaders  in  the  rebellion. 
[a]  In  that  county  Orangemen  were  univer- 
lally  denounced ;  and  yet  none  fuch  ever  ex- 
ited there.  At  the  fair  of  Ball,  near  Holly- 
mount,  held  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  1798,  a 
report  was  propagated,  that  the  Orangemen 
would  maflacre  all  the  Roman  Catholics,  which 
occafioned  fo  great  an  alarm,  that  none  of  the 

{a]  See  the  lorg  lift  of  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  Far- 
mers, ar.u  11. efts  of  the  county  of  Mayo  proclaimed  as 
Rebels  in  the  Dublin  Journal. 
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farmers  or  pcaf  ants  would  venture  to  lleep  in 
their  houfes,  for  many  miles  round  ;  but  af- 
fembled  in  large  bodies  in  the  fields,  where 
they  were  fworn  to  exterminate  Proteftants,  and 
join  the  French.  The  rebels  at  Killala  refolved 
to  malfacre  the  Proteftant  prifoners  there; 
and  left  they  fhould  be  flack  in  the  execution 
of  their  pious  defign,  Father  M'Donnell,  a 
Popilh  prieft,  entered  that  town,  the  day  be- 
fore the  King's  troops  arrived  there,  and  an- 
nounced that  the  Orangemen  were  murdering 
the  Roman  Catholics.  Wilfon's  hofpital,  a 
charitable  inftitution,  was  deftroyed  by  the 
Popifh  rabble  in  the  county  of  Weftmeath, 
foon  after  the  French  landed.  When  they  firft 
affembled,  they  were  alked  by  the  magiftrates, 
what  their  view  in  doing  fo  was  ?  They  an- 
fwered,  that  they  took  up  arms  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  Orangemen,  who  meditat- 
ed their  deftru&ion.  But  on  being  afked  by 
the  magiftrates,  who  the  Orangemen  were, 
they  anfwered  that  they  did  not  know,  and 
that  they  nad  never  feen  any  fuch  perfons.  [£] 

It  ap- 

(a)  This  happened  to  Lord  Sunderlin. 

[£]  Next  day,  viz.  Sept.  4,  they  aftembled  to  the  num- 
ber of  5000,  and  deftroyed  the  hofpital,  becaufe  it  was  a 
Proteftant  charitable  inftitution,  and  immediately  after  a 
Prieft  faid  Mafs  for  them.    They  then  collected  in  a  houfe, 

a  great 
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,  It  appears  that  fbme  vagabonds  had  rode  about 
the  country,  declaring  aloud,  that  the  Orange- 
men were  maflacring  the  Catholics. 

There  cannot  be  a  ftronger  proof  than  this, 
that  it  was  a  Catholic  caufe,  after  the  23d  of 
May.  The  Prefbyterians  in  the  North  were  fo 
fenfible  of  it,  that  they  withdrew  foon  after 
the  Rebellion  broke  out;  and  Dickey  the  rebel 
captain  declared,  at  the  place  of  execution, 
that  they  difcovered  too  late,  that  it  was  a  Po- 
pifli  confpiracy,  and  that  if  they  had  fucceeded 
in  overturning  the  Conftitution,  they  would 
have  had  the  Papifts  to  contend  with.  All 
the  French  officers,  without  referve,  and 
unanimoufly,  declared,  that  the  firft  object  of 
the  rebels  in  Connaught  was,  the  maflacre  of 
Proteftants,  and  that  they  had  great  difficulty 
in  preventing  it. 

Veritas  fays,  "  the  Proteftants  repeatedly 
called  on  the  Catholic  Clergy  for  written  pro- 
tections, but  the  Clergy  declared  one  and  all, 
that  they  could  not,  and  dared  not,  grant  any 
iuch  protection,  nor  would  they  be  of  the 
fmalleft  benefit ;  but  that  all  they  could  do, 

a  great  number  of  Proteftant  men,  women  and  children, 
and  would  have  fet  fire  to  it,  but  that  the  King's  troops 
arrived  there. 

they 
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they  would,  which  was  to  fign  petitions,  pray- 
ing and  befeeching  of  the  rebels,  in  the  name 
of  Chrift,  for  the  paftion  of  Ghrift,  and  in 
every  claim  or  behoof,  human  and  divine,  that 
their  Proteftant  neighbours  might  be  protect- 
ed refpeCtively  in  their  perfons,  families  and 
properties." 

Such  a  bold  and  groundlefs  affertion,  which 
can  with  truth,  be  contradicted  by  every 
inhabitant  of  the  town,  and  county  of  Wex- 
ford, indicates  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
hardened  audacity.  That  many  Priefts  refus- 
ed to  give  protections  to  Proteftants,  is  mod 
certain,  but  it  is  well  known  that  thole  who 
could  obtain  them,  never  received  the  flighted: 
injury  ;  and  this  was  invariably  the  cafe,  whe- 
ther they  were  in  the  fhape  of  petitions  or 
protections.  In  fome  inftances,  Priefts  grant  - 
ed them  to  Proteftants,  for  whom  they  had  a 
particular  predileCtion ;  but  the  fureft  way  of 
obtaining  them,  was,  to  be  baptized  by  one 
of  the  Romifti  Clergy ;  and  of  this  innumera- 
ble inftances  occurred.  Some  of  the  Popifh 
inhabitants  of  Wexford,  who  were  connect- 
ed with  Proteftants,  earneftly  recommended 
to  them,  to  become  Profelytes,  by  undergoing 
this  ceremony,  well  knowing  that  the  total 
extirpation  of  the  members  of  their  religion 

was 
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was  intended  ;  and  in  confequence  of  it,  great 
numbers  of  Protectants  flocked  to  the  Chapel 
for  that  purpofe ;  though  Father  Roach  forbid 
the  Priefts,  from  the  altar,  from  purluing  that 
practice,  becaufe,  as  he  faid,  they  could  not 
befincere;  but  let  the  public  judge,  from 
what  fecret  motive  he  was  deiirous  of  with- 
drawing thofe  means  of  protection  from  the 
unfortunate  fufferers. 

A  lady,  whofe  hufband  was  a  clofe  prifoner 
in  Wexford,  received  the  following  protection 
from  Father  Corrin : 

"  I  humbly  requeit,  for  the  fake  of  Chrift, 

"  that  you  will  protect  Mrs.   —  and  fa- 

"  mily. 

"  JOHN  CORRIN,  Parifh  Prieft 
of  Wexford." 

Whenever  this  lady  walked  abroad  flie  was 
{topped,  and  obliged  to  produce  it  to  the  pike- 
men,  who  on  feeing  it  permitted  her  to  pafs 
iinmolefted. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  one  given  by 
Father  Broe,  a  Friar,  to  a  perfon  whom  he 
had  baptized  : 

"  I  hereby  certify,  that  A.  B.  of  C.  in 

"  the 
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"  the  Parifli  of  D.  has  done  his  duty,  and 
16  proved  himfelf  a  Catholic.  Dated,  Wex- 
M  ford,  June  21,  1 798. 

«  r  john  brge." 

Such  numbers  of  Proteftants  went  to  the 
Chapel  to  be  baptized,  and  to  receive  protec- 
tions, that  they  at.  laft  obtained  a  certain  form, 
which  they  copied  and  carried  with  them,  to 
fave  the  Friefts  the  trouble  of  writing  them. 
The  following  was  given  by  a  parifli  Prieft, 
near  Taghmon,  who  was  conltantly  employed 
in  chriftening  heretics  : 

"  Mr.  A.  B.  has  complied  with  every  con- 
"  dition  required  of  him,  and  therefore  is  to 
"  be  flopped  by  no  man. 

June  4,  1798. 

Rev.  BR.  MURPHY." 

This  protection  frequently  preferved  the 
life  of  the  bearer  of  it. 

Veritas,  page  7,  quotes  Jackfon's  narrative, 
who,  he  fays,  aflerts,  "  that  Mr.  Corrin  in- 
fluenced the  rebels  fo  far,  as  to  prevail  on  them 
to  return  to  the  gaol  the  fifteen  Wexford  men, 
but  for  thofe  from  Ennifcorthy,  he  could  ob- 
tain no  remiflion.  Now  it  will  appear,  by  the 
following  prote&ion,  granted  by  Dr.  Caulfield, 
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to  an  individual  of  that  town,  that  he  could 
protect  its  inhabitants,  however  odious  they 
were  to  the  rebels,  as  eafily  as  thofe  of  Wex- 
ford : 

"  From  the  excellent  character  of  A.  B.  I 
"  beg  leave  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to 
u  recommend  him  to  be  protected. 
Wexford,  June  15,  1 798. 

JAMES  CAULFIELD." 

The  bearer  of  the  above  protection  was  not 
molefted  from  the  moment  he  received  it, 
though  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  Ennifcorthy. 

George  Piper,  who  lived  at  Clone,  was  tak- 
en prifoncr  by  the  rebels  ;  and  his  wife  having 
implored  them  to  fpare  his  life,  they  faid,  they 
could  not  grant  her  requeft,  unlefs  he  produc- 
ed the  protection  of  a  Priefl.  She  then  repair- 
ed to  Father  Redmond,  of  Ferns,  and  be- 
fought  him  to  grant  her  one ;  but  he  declared 
he  would  not  give  a  protection  to  one  of  her 
fort  [meaning  a  ProteftantJ,  as  they  would 
turn  againfi  his  party  afterwards,  on  which 
the  rebels  put  Piper  to  death. 

The  following  certificate  was  given  by  Fa- 
ther James  Murphy,  a  Pariflh  Prieft,  who  was 
ftationed  at  Vinegar-hill,  and  was  conftantly 

cm- 
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employed  in  baptizing  heretics.  I  give  an  ex- 
atft  copy  of  it. 

"  I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  bearer  John 

B  —  have  prefented  himfelf  for  baptifm, 

but  I  think  better  to pofpone  it  to  another  time, 
till  he's  more  fujjiciently  inftrucled,  and  till  he 
proves  himfelf,  by  perfevering  in  the  fame 
difpofitions.  Given  under  my  hand  this  14th 
day  of  June,  1 798. 

JAMES  MURPHY."  {a) 

Within  a  fhort  time,  Father  Broe,  the  Friar, 
infilled  on,  and  received,  one  fhilling  as  his 
fee,  for  having  chriftened  a  Proteftant  during 
the  rebellion  at  Wexford.  Let  Mr.  Stephen 
Ram  be  alked,  whether  a  Proteftant  tenant 
of  his  did  notfolicit  Father  Cavenagh,  of  Go- 
rey,  when  the  rebels  were  in  poffeflion  of  that 
town,  for  a  protedlion,  and  whether  he  did 
not  reply,  what,  give  a  pafs  to  you,  who  have 
been  ferving  the  Devil  all  your  life  ! 

Richard  Grandy  obtained  a  pafs  from  Fa- 
ther Edward  Murphy,  Parim  Prieft  of  Ban- 
now,    fee  his  affidavit  in    the  narrative  of 

(a)  There  were  fix  Priefts  of  this  name  in  the  county  of 
Wexford,  more  or  lefs  concerned  in  the  Rebellion.  Ead- 
mus,  Edward,  James,  Bryan,  John  and  Michael; 
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Charles  Jackfon,  and  Murphy's  harangue  in 
the  camp  of  Carrickbyrne,  encouraging  the 
rebels  to  extirpate  heretics.  It  appears  alio, 
that  the  rebel  magiftrates  prefiding  at  Tagh- 
mon,  viz.  John  Bryan,  James  Harper,  Jofeph 
Cullamore  and  Matthew  Commons,  gave  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  Richard  Grandy  would  be 
perfectly  fafe  in  paffing  through  the  country 
with  the  pais  obtained  from  Father  Edward 
Murphy  (a).  We  may  judge  of  Catholic  loy- 
alty, from  the  monflrous  defertions,  and  the 
treachery  of  the  Popifh  Yeomen.  There  were 
twenty-four  Papifts  in  Colonel  Le  Hunte's 
corps,  and  twenty  of  them  joined  the  rebels. 
Of  thefe  Edward  Fitz-Gerald  was  worth  8ool. 
a  year,  and  Roach,  his  permanent  Serjeant, 
was  an  opulent  farmer.  In  the  Coalgreny 
corps,  fixteen  papifts  proved  difloyal  :  forty-fix 
in  the  Caftletown.  Moll  of  Doctor  Jacob's 
numerous  corps  joined  the  rebels.  One-third 
of  the  Ciane  corps,  in  the  county  of  Kildare, 
with  Doctor  Efmond,  their  Lieutenant,  were 
traitors.  Some  of  the  Popifh  members  of  the 
Sepulchre's  corps  formed  a  confpiracy  to  mur- 
der the  Proteftant  members  of  it.  It  was  dis- 
covered, that  the  majority  of  the  Popifh  Yeo- 

(a)  See  Grandy's  Affidavit  in  Jackfon's  Narrative. 
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men  in  Dublin,  had  taken  the  United  Irifh- 
man's  oath,  and  were  determined,  in  violation 
of  their  oath  of  allegiance,  to  join  in  fnbverc- 
ing  the  Proteftsnt  State.  In  moil  of  the  corps 
of  the  province  of  Leinfter,  the  majority  of 
the  Popifh  Yeomen  were  difloyal ;  and  almoft 
the  whole  of  the  Popifh  Yeomen  in  the  Car- 
rick-  on-Suir  corps,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary, 
proved  traitors.  Lieutenant  Clinch,  of  the 
Rathcoole  infantry,  was  hanged,  for  having 
confpired  with  the  Popifh  Yeomen  of  it,  to 
murder  their  Proteftant  fellow-foldiers.  He 
owned  it  was  a  Popifh  plot,  and  that  Father 
Harold  [a)  had  organized,  and  fworn,  all  the 
rebels  tor  fome  miles  round  him  ;  and  he  im- 
puted his  mifcendudt,  and  the  ignominious 
death  which  he  fufiered,  to  the  advice  of  that 
traitor.  How  many  traitors  at  Dunlavin  were 
(hot  in  one  day,  all  of  the  Popifh  perfuafion, 
and  Yeomen  ?  Great  numbers  of  Papifts  were 
veiy  zealous  to  enrol  themfelves  in  the  Yeo- 
men corps  of  Wexford,  and  its  vicinity,  a 
ihort  time  before  the  rebellion  broke  out,  for 
the  purpofe  of  obtaining  arms,  and  acquiring 
a  knowledge  of  difcipline.    Near  2000  Papifts 

(a)  He  was  Paiilh  Priefl  of  Rathcoole,  and  preached 
three  loyal  Sermons  from  the  Altar,  the  Sunday  before  the 
"Rebellion  broke  out. 

did 
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did  the  like  in  Dublin,  and  they  were  propos- 
ed to  the  different  corps  by  perfons  who  after- 
wards proved  to  be  notorious  rebels.  Not  a 
fingle  inflance  can  be  adduced,  of  a  Proteftant 
Yeoman  having  become  unfaithful,  after  the 
23d  of  May.  Such  of  the  Popifh  Militia 
as  had  been  enrolled  for  three  or  four  years 
remained  fteady  ;  and  why  ?  becaufe  by  fhift- 
ing  often  from  one  place  to  another,  their 
minds  were  enlarged,  and  the  fanguinary  and 
intolerant  principles  which  their  refpeclive 
parifh  Priefls  had  infufed  into  them,  were  in 
a  great  meafure  obliterated;  befides,  they 
found  that  their  officers,  whom  they  were 
taught  to  regard  as  heretics,  were  generous 
and  humane.  However,  from  the  perfidious 
conduct  of  the  Longford  regiment  near  Caf- 
tlebar,  it  is  very  hard  to  determine,  how  far 
defertion  might  have  taken  place  in  the  Popifh 
Militia,  if  a  large  French  army  had  landed 
here.  A  Popifh  fervant  who  was  arretted  in 
Dublin  confefTed  his  guilt,  and  faid  that  22000 
Popifh  fervants  were  fworn,  and  were  to  have 
rifen  there  on  the  23d  of  May;  and  it 
has  firice  been  difcovered  that  the  lower  clafs 
of  ropilh  female  fervants  were  fworn,  and 
were  to  have  co-operated  on  that  occafion, 
which  muft  have  been  known  to  their  Bi- 
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fhops  and  Priefts.  Not  a  fingle  Proteftant  fer- 
vant  in  Dnblin  was  charged  with  treafon. 

Dodor  M'Kenna  imputes  much  of  the  hor- 
rors of  the  rebellion  to  Orangemen,  and  tho' 
he  admits  that  twenty  Popifh  Priefts  were  at 
the  head  of  a  Popifh  army,  he  denies  that  Pa- 
pifts  were  materially  concerned  in  the  rebelli- 
on ;  but  as  he  is  a  Papift,  due  allowance  mould 
be  made  for  his  bigotry  and  partiality  -y  be- 
fides,  as  he  was  Secretary  to  the  Catholic  Com- 
mittee in  1792,  which  it  is  believed  was  the 
firftgermof  that  revolutionary  fyftern,  which 
has  fince  appeared,  and  as  he  afterwards  enlift- 
ed  under  the  banners  of  Government,  on  get- 
ting a  penfion,  we  may  fuppofe  that  he  is  now 
endeavouring  to  conciliate  his  Catholic  friends, 
by  finging  his  palinodia.  The  officers  of  the 
Militia  can  declare,  what  bafe  and  unremittii  g 
attempts  were  made,  to  perfuade  the  Popifh 
foldiers  to  join  the  Union,  and  to  turn  their 
arms  againft  their  country. 

Veritas  afks,  "  is  it  the  excommunicated 
Priefts,  the  drunken  and  profligate  couple-beg- 
gars, the  very  feces  of  the  church,  who  ap- 
peared active  in  rebellion,  that  Verax  felects  as 
examples  in  fupport  of  his  charge  againft 
Catholic  principle  ?*   It  can  be  proved,  by  the 
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Ceftimony  of  individuals,  and  the  ftrongeft 
moral  evidence,  that  the  body  of  the  Romilh 
Prieftliood  were  engaged  in  the  caufe  of  the 
Union.  Father  Huffey,  the  Titular  Bifhop 
of  Waterford,  kindled  combuftion  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Mufter,  very  early  in  the  year  1796, 
by  the  publication  of  his  Paftoral  Letter,  but 
much  more  by  his  inflammatory  fermons,  and 
yet  he  never  was  regarded  as  a  couple-beggar. 
It  is  univerfally  allowed,  that  by  them  he  oc- 
casioned a  coolnefs  and  a  feparation  between 
the  Proteftants  and  Papifts  of  Waterford,  who 
had  long  forgotten  their  antient  and  mutual 
prejudices,  and  had  alTociated  together  in 
the  molt  cordial  friendfhip.  I  have  been  well 
informed  that  treafonable  affociadons  began 
in  his  diocefe,  foon  after  he  made  his  vifitati- 
on  thro'  it  in  April,  1 798. 

The  congrigations  of  the  following  Chapels 
In  the  county  of  Wexford,  with  their  refpec- 
tive  Parifh  Priefts,  whofe  names  are  annexed, 
folicited  the  civil  magiftrates,  by  a  folemn 
Addrefs,  fo  early  as  the  month  of  November, 
1797,  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  excul- 
pating thtfmii  Ives  from  the  "foul  iufpicion  of 
ig  united,  by  exhibiting  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance  to  them,  and  they  were  accordingly 
fycorn  at  their  refpedtive  altars  on  the  26  h  of 
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November,  where  they  took  one  of  the  ftrong- 
eft  Oaths  of  Allegiance  that  could  be  indited. 


Unions  of  Blackwater, 

Killala,  Ballyvaloe, 

Bally  valdon,  Caftle 

Ellis,       -    -    -      David  Cullen. 
Millina,      -    -    -      Nicholas  Synnott. 
Unions    of  Tombe, 

Kilcombe,  and  Rofs- 

manogue,     -    -      Francis  Kavenagh. 

Killina,  the  chapel  at 

Ballygarret,       -      Nich.  Redmond. 

Kilcormuck,  the  cha- 
pel at  Boulavogue,     John  Murphy. 

Monomaling,        -       Michael  Lacy. 

Ballycanew,     -    -      Michael  Murphy. 

Kilmuckbridge,     -      Michael  Lacy. 

Glough,       -    -    -      Francis  Kavenagh. 


Gorey,andKillinahue,  Francis  Kavenagh. 
Kilbride,  »  -  -  Edward  Redmond. 
Donamore,       -    -      Nicholas  Redmond. 

The  faid  Priefts  and  their  congregations, 
and  thofe  of  the  pariftxes  of  Killcnerin  and 


Priejls. 


John  Redmond,  his 
Curate,  a  notorious 
traitor,  was  hanged. 
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Ferns,  and  of  the  chapels  of  Kilmallock,  Caf- 
tlebndge,  and  Ballymonabay,  voted  Addrefles 
to  Lord  Camden,  expreffive  of  their  loyalty  to 
the  King  and  his  Government,  on  the  1 2th  of 
April  1798.    In  all  the  faid  parifhes,  and  in 
the  following,  viz.   Ennifcorthy,  including 
many  Unions,  Wexford,  Kilruih,  Ferns,  Tem- 
pleihambo,  Kilbride,   and  Camolin,  and  in 
various  other  parifhes,  the  Popith  inhabitants, 
incited  by  their  refpe£tive  Priefts,  continued 
to  take  oaths  of  allegiance,  and  to  deliver  up 
pikes  to  the  magiftrates,  the  entire  week  pre- 
ceding the  rebellion,  which  lulled  them,  and 
the  Government  into  a  fupine  and  fatal  fecu- 
rity.    All  that  time  they  continued  to  exhort 
their  flocks  to  loyalty  ;   but  fome  magiftrates 
were  alarmed  by  this  ominous  circumftance, 
that  the  Priefts  were  conftantly  confefling  their 
flocks  the  week  preceding  Whit-Sunday,  when 
the  rebellion  broke  out  in  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford, preparing  them,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  for 
that  glorious  crufade.    it  is  impoffible  that 
thefe  Priefts,  who  knew  a'  the  fecrets  of  their 
flocks,  could  be  ignorant  that  the  infurredtion 
and  mafTacre  were  determined  on  fome  months 
before  ;  but  the  very  adlive  part  which  they 
took  in  it,  proves  this  beyond  a  doubt. 


Father  Francis  Kavenagh,  of  Gorey,  was 
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one  of  the  oldefl,  and  was  confidered  as 
one  of  the  moil  liberal  and  refpefUblc  pa- 
rim  Prieils  in  the  county  of  Wexford  ;  and 
yet  his  guilt  was  fo  evident,  on  the  trial  of 
Matthew  Waddock,  held  at  Arklow,  the  1 8th 
of  June,  and  again  on  the  trial  of  Father  Red- 
mond, his  Curate,  who  was  hanged  at  Gorey, 
that  General  Needharn  would  have  had  him 
tried,  but  for  the  interference  of  Lord  Mount- 
norris,  and  fome  gentlemen,  who,  in  conside- 
ration of  his  age  (for  he  was  75  years),  prevail- 
ed on  the  General  to  difcharge  him.  Father 
Roach,  the  General,  hanged  at  Wexford,  offi- 
ciated at  the  chapel  of  Poulpearfy :  Father 
John  Murphy,  hanged  at  Tullow,  did  the  like 
at  Boulavogue  .  Father  Michael  Murphy,  (hot 
at  the  batrle  of  Arklow,  was  parilh  Prieit  at 
Ballycanew:  Father  Edward  Redmond,  of 
Ferns,  marfhalled  his  flock,  and  led  them  to 
the  battle  of  Newtownbarry,  on  the  ifl  of 
June :  Nicholas  Stafford,  Curate  to  Nicholas 
Redmond,  parifh  Prieft,  was  a  notorious  rebel, 
and  is  now  a  fugitive.  It  was  proved  on  the 
trial  of  Denis  Doyle,  a  rebel,  at  Gorey.  the 
29th  of  November,  1798,  that  he  incited  the 
rebels  to  a  general  mafTacre  of  Proteitants, 
and  Father  Byrne  did  the  like.  Father  Dixon, 
of  Caftlebridge  chapel,  has  been  fentenced  to 
K  %  tranf- 
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tranfportation  :  Father  Michael  Lacy  (a),  pa- 
rifh Prieft  of  Kilmuckridge,  faid  Mafs  for,  and 
frequently  harangued,  the  rebels  at  Vinegar- 
hill  camp. 

It  appeared  by  an  affidavit,  fworn  before 
General  Fawcett,  the  5th  of  July,  1798,  that 
Fathers  Byrne  and  Shallow  were  active  in  pro- 
moting the  rebellion,  at  Carrickbyrne  camp. 
Father  Edward  Murphy,  parifh  Prieft  of  Ban- 
now,  harangued  the  rebels  at  Carrickbyrne 
camp,  and  incited  them  to  extirpate  heretics  in 
the  following  words  :  "  that  their  fuccefs  was 
vifibly  the  work  of  God,  who  was  determined, 
that  the  heretics,  who  had  reigned  upwards  of 
one  hundred  years,  fhould  now  be  extirpated, 
and  the  true  Catholic  religion  be  eftabliihed." 
(b)  Father  Keane,  known  by  the  title  of  the 
blefTed  Prieft  of  Bannow,  was  very  active  in 
the  rebel  camps ,  and  fo  were  Father  James 
and  Father  Brien  Murphy,  the  latter  parifh 
Prieft  of  Taghmon.  All  thefe  Priefts  had  lived 
in  the  efteem  of  Doctor  Caulfield,  and  of  their 
parifhioners  of  every  perfuafion  before  the  Re- 
bellion. 

(a)  His  brother,  William  Lacy,  was  CommifTary  at  the 
camp  of  Vinegar-hill. 

{b)  See  Grandy's  Affidavit. 
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We  find,  that  in  the  counties  of  Mayo  *.:>A 
Sligo,  Fathers  Gannon,  Sweeny,  Preiider^u, 
M'Donne.l,  O'Donnell,  Cawley,  Deafe,  and 
Conry,  were  active  in  promoting  rhe  rebellion. 
The  latter  was  hanged  at  Caftlebar.  Father 
Harold,  of  Rathcoole,  is  under  fentence  of 
tranfportation.  A  Prieft  at  Monaftereven  was 
hanged.  Father  Meara,  of  Nenagh,  Father 
O'Brien,  of  Doone,  and  Father  Kennedy,  of 
Caftie-Otwiy,  all  in  the  county  of  Tipperary, 
were  found  to  be  concerned  in  the  rebellion ; 
and  the  two  former  were  fentenced  to  be  trans- 
ported. Father  Neal,  of  Ballymacoda,  near 
Youghal,  wras  convicted  of  having  given  abfo- 
lution  for  murder,  and  of  having  figned  the 
death  warrants  of  different  perfons,  to  promote 
the  Union.  Two  Priefts  were  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Newtownbarry,  and  two  in  the  battle 
of  Kilcomny.  Doctor  M'Nevin,  a  Papift, 
fwore  before  the  Secret  Committee,  that  the 
Irifh  Priefthood  were  well  affected  to  the  caufe, 
and  that  fome  of  them  propagated,  with  difcrect 
%eal^  the  fyftem  of  the  Irifh  Union.  By  de- 
creet zeal,  he  meant  thofe  who  fecretly  fo- 
mented it,  preferving  at  the  fame  time,  the 
appearance  of  loyalty,  in  contradiftinction  to 
thofe  fanatics  who  acted  as  Generals.  The 
Popifh  Prelates  did  not,  in  a  body,  exhort  the 
Roman  Catholics  to  loyalty  and  a  peaceable  de- 
port- 
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portment,  till  the  26th  of  May,  and  few,  if 
any  of  them,  did  fo  individually,  previous  to 
that  period,  (a)  Now  is  it  poffible,  that  they 
could  not  have  known,  that  a  treafonable  plot, 
for  fubverting  the  Constitution,  and  feparating 
the  two  kingdoms,  had  exifted  for  two  years  ? 

As  the  camp  on  Vinegar-hill,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings which  took  place  there,  form  aTftrik- 
ing  feature  in  the  rebellion,  I  will  give  a  con- 
cife  account  of  it,  becaufe  it  will  refute  many 
of  the  aiTertions  of  Veritas.  Father  John 
Murphy,  of  Boula vogue,  in  the  parifh  of  Kil- 
cormick,  by  far  the  moft  celebrated  of  the 
Church  militant  heroes,  fet  out  on  his  crufade 
infaid  parifh,  on  Saturday  evening  the  26th 
of  May;  and  he  had  fo  effectually  organized 
his  fectaries,  that  he  was  attended  in  a  few 
hours,  with  a  numerous  band  of  rebel  foldiers, 
with  whom  in  the  courfe  of  that  night  and 
next  day,  which  was  Whit-Sunday,  he  defo- 
lated  ten  parifhes,  murdering  all  the  Proteftants 
he  could  find,  and  burning  their  houfes.  The 
moft  noted  perfons  who  fell  a  prey  to  his  fan- 
guinary  rage  were,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burrowes,  of 
Kilmuckridge,  whofe  houfe  he  burned,  and 
murdered  him  and  feven  of  his  pariihioners, 

(a)  We  mull  except  the  amiable  Dr.  Moylan. 

who 
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who  had  taken  refuge  in  it:  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Turner,  of  Baliengale,  and  five  of  his  pa- 
rishioners, who  fought  an  afylum  under  his 
roof.  Mr.  Darcy,  a  young  gentleman  of  large 
fortune,  and  of  very  honourable  connexions  ; 
Mr.  Bookey,  Lieutenant  of  the  Camolin  Caval- 
ry, met  with  the  fame  fate,  and  their  houfes 
were  burned.  On  the  fame  day,  viz.  Whit- 
Sunday,  he  engaged  a  detachment  of  the  North 
Cork  Militia  at  Oulart.  It  confided  of  feven 
officers  and  one  hundred  privates,  of  which  he 
killed  the  whole,  except  one  officer,  one  ferjeant, 
and  three  privates ;  and  all  their  arms  and  am- 
munition fell  into  their  hands.  Next  day,  he 
attacked  and  took  the  town  of  Ennifcorthy, 
after  a  very  gallant  defence  made  by  the  garri- 
fon,  commanded  by  Captain  Snowe,  of  the 
North  Cork  regiment.  On  the  retreat  of  the 
King's  troops  to  Wexford,  which  was  fudden 
and  precipitate,  the  rebels  feized  all  the  Protef- 
tants  of  that  town,  and  the  adjacent  country, 
and  committed  them  to  prifon.  They  then 
formed  an  encampment  on  Vinegar-hill,  which 
is  quite  clofe  to  the  town,  and  continued  to 
occupy  it  'till  the  2 1  ft  of  June,  when  they  were 
driven  from  it  with  conhderabie  (laughter  by 
the  King's  troops.  During  that  time  they  daily 
led  out  of  the  different  prifons,  from  twenty 
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to  thirty  Proteftants,  whom,  after  a  mock  trial, 
they  butchered  in  prefence  of,  and  as  a  regale 
to,  the  rebels  while  on  parade  ;  and,  horrid  to 
relate  !  they  afterwards  heard  Mafs  celebrated 
by  one  of  their  Priefts,  of  whom  no  lefs  than 
twenty  or  thirty  conftantly  attended  the  camp, 

"  Where  fighs,  and  groans,  and  fhrieks,  that  rend  the  air, 
"  Were  made,  not  marked,  where  violent  forrow  feemed, 
u  A  modern  extacy ;  the  dead  man's  knell, 
"  "Was  there  fcarce  afked  for  whom." 

Shakespeare. 

Some  fcenes  of  the  deepeft  tragic  woe  oc- 
curred in  the  courfe  of  thefe  butcheries;  and 
it  is  univerfally  believed,  that  not  lefs  than 
4.00  Proteftants  were  murdered  in  this  manner 
on  that  hill.  Many  of  them  were  magiftrates, 
men  of  fortune,  opulent  farmers,  or  {hop- 
keepers,  whofe  wealth  might  have  tempted 
their  avarice,  or  provoked  their  envy  ;  but  the 
pooreft  Proteftants  were  equally  the  objects  of 
their  fanguinary  fury. 

One  or  two  inftances  will  fhew  how  thefe 
fcenes  of  favagery  were  conducted :  John  Con- 
nors, his  wife  and  daughter,  were  taken  prifo- 
nersto  the  hill,  where  theyfaw  John  Plunket, 
and  J.  Rigley,  two  Proteftants,  on  their  knees, 
in  front  of  the  rebels  on  parade,  who  formed  a 

half 


73 

half  moon.  While  thefe  three  prifoners  were 
on  their  knees,  one  James  D'Arcy,  an  opulent 
corn  factor,  Hepped  forward,  and  fhot  Rigley 
with  a  horfe  piftol ;  he  then  charged  it  with 
great  deliberation,  and  told  Plunket  infulting- 
ly,  that  he  would  do  his  bufinefs,  and  then 
fhot  him.  Having  charged  it  again,  he  ftiot 
Connors,  and  he,  on  falling,  dragged  his  old 
wife  with  him,  as  me  had  put  her  arm  under 
his  to  fupport  him.  His  poor  old  wife  told 
D'Arcy,  that  fhe  now  wifhed  he  would  kill 
her ;  on  which  he  fwore  he  would  do  fo,  and 
was  proceeding  to  effect  it,  but  fome  rebels 
more  humane  than  the  reft,  interpofed,  and 
prevented  him.  Thefe  circumftances  were  re- 
lated on  oath  at  Wexford,  by  the  widow  and 
daughter  of  Connors,  on  the  trial  of  D'Arcy. 
Erien  Neal,  of  Ballybrennan,  was  led  to  ex- 
ecution in  prefence  of  his  aged  father  and  a 
brother.  Having  alked  for  a  fair  trial,  he  was 
refufed.  He  then  made  a  requeft,  that  inflead 
of,  torturing  him  with  pikes,  they  would 
fhoot  him,  on  which  a  rebel  ftruck  him  on 
the  head  with  a  carpenter's  adds,  after  which 
he  daggered  a  few  fteps,  and  fell ;  when  one 
Jofeph  Murphy  fhot  him.  His  father  was  then 
put  on  his  knees,  but  the  executioner  miffed 
fire  three  times  at  him  ;  on  this;  Father  Roach, 
the  General,  who  prefided  at  the  execution, 
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dcfired  him  to  try  whether  the  firelock  would 
go  off  in  the  air ;  and  having  accordingly  made 
the  experiment,  it  went  off.  Father  Roach, 
thereupon,  declared  him  innocent,  and  dis- 
charged him  with  a  protection,  having  imput- 
ed his  efcape  to  the  interpofition  of  Divine 
Providence. 

Unheard  of  tortures  were  practiced  on  the 
hill.  A  Proteftant,  faved  by  the  interpo- 
fition of  a  rebel  captain,  who  had  a  warm 
friendfhip  for  him,  fwore  the  following  affi- 
davit before  a  Magiftrate  :  "  That  on  the  iff 
of  June,  he  faw  a  man  fitting  on  the  ground 
there,  with  no  other  clothes  to  cover  him,  than 
a  piece  of  ragged  blanket :  that  his  eyes  were 
out,  his  head  and  body  were  fwelled,  and  his 
cheeks  were  covered  with  ulcers  :  that  on  de- 
ponent's exclaiming,  what  a  miferable  object 
that  was  !  the  poor  wretch  uttered  fome  inarti- 
culate founds,  but  could  not  fpeak,  from  which 
he  fuppofed  that  his  tongue  had  been  cut  out. 
That  an  armed  rebel,  whom  he  believed  to  be 
one  of  the  guards,  faid,  that  he  was  under 
punifhment,  and  mentioned  fomething  of  flow 
death,  indicating  as  he  fuppofed,  that  he  was 
to  fuffer  fuch  a  death."  The  following  fuper- 
ftitious  practice  frequently  took  place  on  the 
hill,    A  large  tub  of  water  was  carried  into 
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the  camp,  where  one  of  the  Priefts  bleffed  it 
by  throwing  fome  fait  into  it,  and  by  uttering 
ibme  cabaliftical  expreflions  over  it.  Then 
the  rebels  kneeling  round  it,  were  fprinkled 
wTith  the  holy  water  by  the  Priefts,  who  ufed 
whifks  of  broom,  or  heath,  for  that  purpofe. 
Thus  thefe  fanguinary  monfters  vainly  ima~ 
gined,  that  they  could  atone  for  the  many 
murders  they  had  committed,  and  conciliate 
the  Divine  favor,  by  fo  abfurd  and  ridiculous 
a  ceremony,  performed  on  the  very  fpot,  pol- 
luted by  the  blood  of  fo  many  Proteftants. 

As  fimilar  practices  took  place  at  the  camp 
of  Carrickbyrne,  which  was  the  prototype  of 
that  at  Vinegar-hill,  I  think  it  right  to  defcribe 
fome  of  the  abominations  which  were  com- 
mitted there,  and  in  its  vicinity.    It  was  form- 
ed the  I  ft  of  June,  and  the  rebels  marched 
from  it  to  Rofs,  four  miles  diftant,  on  the  5th 
of  that  month.    During  its  exiftence,  the  re- 
bel Chiefs  occupied  Scullabogue,  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  King,  which  was  within  half  a  mile  of 
it;   and  they  fent  detachments  of  pikemen 
round  the  adjacent  country,  to  colled  fuch 
Proteftants  as  had  not  made  their  efcape.  They 
feized  no  lefs  than  22 1  of  them,  and  impri- 
foned  them  at  Scullabogue,  where  they  kept 
them  till  they  were  almoft  ftarved ;  and  on 
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the  5th  of  June,  the  day  that  the  battle  of 
Rofs  took  place,  they  burned  184  of  them  in 
Mr.  King's  barn,  and  fhot  thirty-feven  of  them 
in  the  front  of  his  dwelling  hqufe.  In  this 
number  there  were  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, of  all  ages,  from  Soto  12  years  eld. 
It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  1S4  bodies 
were  found  in  the  barn,  and  37  outride  it,  who 
were  thrown  into  the  dyke  of  a  hedge,  and 
covered  lightly  with  earth. 

When  the  unfortunate  victims  were  put  cn 
their  knees  to  be  fhot,  the  pikemen  were  heard 
to  fay  to  them,  "  if  you  will  give  me  your 
watch,  I'll  take  care  that  your  body  fhall  be 
decently  buried."  It  has  been  declared  upon 
oath,  that  Father  Shallow,  a  parifh  Prieft,  li- 
berated and  faved  two  young  people,  for  whom 
he  had  a  regard  :  and  that  he  refufed  to  releafe 
a  man  of  the  name  of  Dobbyn  and  his  three 
fons,  who  perifhed  in  the  flames,  though  his 
wife  folicited  him  to  do  fo. 

It  appears  from  undoubted  authority,  that 
Nicholas  Sweetman,  John  Murpny,  of  Lough- 
nageer,  and  Walter  Devereux,  rebel  Captains, 
and  farmers  in  good  circumftances,  were  fu- 
perintending  this  dreadful  carnage.  The  lat- 
ter faid  to  a  Yeoman,  (who  was  fo  fortunate  as 
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to  make  his  efcape,)  while  the  barn  was  on  fire, 
"  ic  is  thus  we  will  ferve  all  heretics. "  This 
fade  has  been  verified  upon  oath.  Many 
Prot  fl  ints  were  maffacred  in  the  camp  of  Car- 
rickbyrne,  -  with  the  fame  circumliances  of 
cruelty  and  barbarity,  as  took  place  at  Vine- 
gar-hill;  and  limilar  atrocities  were  pradlifed 
in  the  camp  near  Gorey,  which  continued  in 
the  vicinity  of  that  town  for  many  days. 

Veritas  fays,  "  When  it  pleafed  the  Irifh  Le- 
gislature to  take  away  the  means  of  education 
from  the  Irifh  Catholics,  no  other  medium 
was  left  by  which  to  refirain  thofe  unruly  paf- 
fions,  and  furious  propenfities  of  the  lower 
orders,  which  no  laws  however  terrific  could 
reftrain,  which  no  authority  of  magiftrates 
could  awe  into  good  order,  but  that  they  yield- 
ed to  the  milder  influence  of  religion ;  and 
the  continual  admonitions  of  their  clergy,  and 
the  refpect  they  bore  tawards  the  minifters  of 
religion  were  more  effectual  in  quelling  tumult, 
preventing  diforder,  and  preferving  integrity 
among  them,  than  all  the  ftatutes,  tribunals, 
and  gibbets,  that  the  ftate  could  produce." 
Now  let  the  reader  judge  on  what  grounds  this 
afTertion  ftands.  A  Popifh  confpiracy,  of  a 
yery  extraordinary  nature,  was  difcovered  in 
the  year  1729.  The  Romifh  Prelates  of  Ire- 
land 
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land  obtained  a  Bull  from  the  Pope,  "  to  raife^ 
by  the  fale  of  indulgences,  a  fum  of  money, 
to  be  fpeedily  applied  to  reftore  James  III.  to 
his  right,  and  to  put  his  prefent  Majefty,  and 
all  the  Royal  Family  to  the  fword.  Every 
communicant  was  to  receive  plenary  indul- 
gence for  his  fins,  on  paying  two  pence,  on 
faying  the  Lord's  prayer  five  times,  and  once 
the  apoftles  creed ;  and  all  approved  confefTors 
had  power  to  abfolve  in  all  cafes."  Teige 
McCarthy,  alias  Rabagh,  an  Irifh  Prelate,  was 
actively  concerned  in  this  confpiracy,  which 
took  place  in  the  year  1 729.    It  may  be  feen  at 
large  in  the  6th  volume  of  the  Commons  Jour- 
nals, page  342.    From  the  year  1 75 8,  to  the 
year  1765,  the  fouth  of  Ireland  was  difturbed 
by  a  fet  of  Popifh.  infurgents,  called  White- 
boys,  who  committed  great  enormities.  By 
the  affidavit  of  one  Father  Mathias  O'Brien, 
coadjutor  to  the  titular  Archbifhop  of  Cafhel, 
fworn  before  the  Mayor  of  Kilkenny,  it  ap- 
pears, that  that  Prelate  fomented  thefe  iufur- 
reclions,  and  that  he  fwore  the  faid  Prieft  to  be 
true  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  the  Pretender, 
to  extirpate  herefy,  and  to  affift  the  French  on 
their  landing.    His  evidence  was  corroborated 
by  that  of  one  Meara,  another  Pried,  and  of 
Mr.  James  Farnell,  of  Rehill,  in  the  county 
cf  Tipperary ;  and  it  appeared  by  it,  that  a 
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Bull  had  been  obtained  from  the  Pope,  for  the 
purpofe  of  raifing  money  by  the  fale  of  indul- 
gences, to  forward  thefe  traitorous  defigns. 
The  famous  Father  Nicholas  Sheehy,  a  no- 
torious traitor,  was  hanged  at  that  time,  and 
though  convi6led  of  the  moft  infamous  crimes, 
on  the  cleareft  evidence,  many  of  his  fectaries 
have  had  the  effrontery  to  fay,  that  he  was 
murdered.  The  common  herd  of  Papifts 
daily  impute  many  miraculous  cures  to  the 
clay  taken  from  his  grave,  and  they  add  him 
to  the  bead  roll  of  their  Saints.  The  Province 
of  Munfter  was  much  agitated  in  the  year 
1774,  and  again  in  the  year  1 786,  by  a  fet  of 
Popifli  infurgents,  called  White-boys,  who 
committed  horrid  atrocities. 

Let  not  Veritas  fay,  "  that  the  mild  influ- 
ence of  religion  has  reftrained  the  furious  pro- 
penfities  of  the  lower  orders;"  for  their  religi- 
on encourages  them,  under  a  Protectant  State, 
by  removing  all  moral  reftraint  from  their 
paffions.  We  know  well  that  they  fpurned  at 
the  facrecf  obligation  of  an  oath,  before,  and 
during  the  prefent  rebellion  ;  at  which  we  can- 
not be  furprifed,  as  the  Roman  Pontiff  has  al- 
ways inculcated,  that  no  oath  can  bind  them 
to  an  heretical  government,  (a) 

(a)  Sec  the  Council  of  Lateran  page  lev,  in  the  year  1215, 
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Thus  when  die  Emperor  of  Germany  took 
a  folemn  oath  to  adhere  to  the  peace  of  Weft- 
phalia,  which  he  had  made  in  the  year  1648, 
with  the  Proteftant  Princes  of  the  Empire, 
Pope  Innocent  X.  in  the  mod  public  manner, 
iiTued  a  flaming  Bull,  in  which  he  declared, 
that  the  oath  was  null  and  void,  as  no  oath 
could  bind  him  to  heretics.  Father  Burke, 
Titular  Biihop  of  OiTory,  publifhed  and  avow- 
ed the  fame  doctrine,  in  his  Hibernia  Domi- 
nicana,  about  the  year  1770;  and  though  the 
Irifh  Prelates  pretended  to  difclaim  it,  we  find, 
that  the  mafs  of  the  Irifn  Papifts  follow  it  in 
practice.  In  confequence  of  the  doctrines  of 
their  Church,  which  I  have  ftated,  they  fland 
in  point  of  morals,  exactly  on  the  fame  fcale 
in  Europe,  that  the  Malays  [a)  do  in  Aiia  >  and 
Ireland  has  been  as  noted  for  afTaffins,  as  Afri- 
ca lor  Lions. 

"  Hoc  fonte  derivata  Clacles, 
"  In  patriam,   populumque  ilnxit. 

Horace. 

Veritas  fays,  that  the  charge  made  by  Verax, 
comes  forward  now  very  unfeafonably,  when 
thefe  who  were  notorioufly  active  in  the  Rebel- 
lion, haVe  experienced  the  Royal  Clemency. 

[a]  They  are  notorious  for  AffafSnatiotu 
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This  obfervation  would  have  had  fome  weight, 
if  the  Royal  Mercy  had  foftened  the  ferocious 
and  fanguinary  fpiritof  the  Popifh  multitude; 
but  alas  !  it  has  not  had  that  effect ;  for  noc- 
turnal robbery  and  affailiaation  are  conftantly 
practiced  :  in  many  parts  of  the  province  of 
Leinfter  a  Proteftant  cannot  with  fafety  fleep 
in  a  lone  houfe,  without  a  ftrong  guard  :  the 
manufacture  of  pikes  continues  ;  and  the  Po- 
pifh rabble  are  as  prone  to  infurrection  as  ever. 

I  will  now  appeal  to  every  Irifhman,  pof- 
feffed  of  intellect,  property,  and  principle,  lec 
his  religious  perfuafion  be  what  it  may,  whe- 
ther he  would  not  wifh  that  fome  radical  re- 
medy were  applied  to  the  evils  which  have 
thus  agitated  and  difgraced  his  country.  They 
have  arifen  from  the  ambitious  hopes  of  Catho- 
lics, who  it  is  to  be  feared,  afpire  to  an  afcen- 
dancy,  and  from  the  fears  and  the  jealoufy 
of  Proteftants,  left  the  eftablifhed  Church  and 
State  may  be  fubverted.    While  avarice  and 
ambition  exift  in  the  human  breaft,  and  a 
Parliament  continues  to  fit  in  Dublin,  feditious 
men  will  never  ceafe  to  roufe  the  animofity  of 
different  religious  feels  againft  each  other,  for 
the  purpofe  of  diftrefling  government ;  and 
an  Englifh  faction  will  be  always  ready,  from 
the  fame  finifter  motives,  to  co-operate  with 
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them.  From  the  year  1 793,  to  the  prefent 
time,  the  adminiflration  of  juftice  has  been 
cbftrucled,  induftry  has  been  extinguished, 
the  arm  of  the  civil  magi  (Irate  has  been  pal- 
iied  by  a  fyftem  of  terror,  and  the  rebel,  and 
the  no&urnal  robber  and  aflaffin  have  found 
encomiafts  within  the  walls  of  a  certain  great 
Aflembly,  who  have  had  the  audacity  to  accufe 
the  Government  of  cruelty  and  oppreffion, 
for  having,  after  unavailing  lenity,  bordering 
on  pufillanimity,  endeavoured  to  reftore  focial 
order.  Certain  factious  men  in  Parliament 
ftigmatized  the  Roman  Catholics  and  Prefby- 
terians  in  the  year  1 783,  when  they  had  not 
{hewn  any  evil  propenfity ;  and  they  pane- 
gyrized them  in  the  years  1 796,  and  1797, 
when  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion. 

A  certain  great  Affembly  may  be  compared 
to  a  Volcano,  annually  in  a  ftate  of  eruption, 
and  its  fcintillations  kindle  a  flame  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  deftruclive  of  peace,  of 
morals,  and  of  induftry.  The  venal  Orator 
of  the  day  never  fails  to  delude  and  agitate  the 
giddy  multitude,  though  his  eloquence  fhould 
be  as  little  regarded  by  them,  as  that  of  a 
Mountebank,  who,  when  he  promifes  the  peo- 
ple health  and  longevity,  diffeminates  poifon 
amongft    them.    What    has  been  the  pro- 
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relied  objecl  of  thefe  political  prize-fighters  h 
To  aflimilate  ours  to  the  Conftitud<pn  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  participate  of  her  commercial  be- 
nefits. For  this  our  unfortunate  country  has 
been  diftradted  by  fa&ion,  and  contaminated 
with  crimes. 

All  thefe  objects  are  now  ottered  to  us  by 
an  Union, 

Volvenda  dies,   en !    attulit  ultro. 

Many  of  the  wifeft  and  moft  upright  of  the 
Irifti  lamented  the  reftoration  of  our  final 
Judicature  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  from  a 
well  grounded  fufpicion,  that  our  Peers,  from 
their  clofe  connexions,  and  ftrong  local  attach- 
ments, may  befubjectto  afinifter  influence  in 
their  decifions.  For  the  fame  reafon,  we  mould 
wilh  that  our  civil  policy,  and  our  commercial 
concerns,  were  regulated  by  an  Imperial  Par- 
liament, diverted  of  paffion  and  prejudice  ; 
and  which  would  be  as  folicitous  to  promote 
the  profperity  of  Ireland,  as  of  Yorkfhire  or 
Middlefex,  when  fhe  became  a  portion  of  the 
Empire,  and  all  jealoufies  and  collifions  of  in- 
tereft  were  extinguished.  Ireland  has  been 
called  a  limb  of  the  Empire  ;  but  it  is  a  limb 
fo  palfied  by  faction,  and  in  fuch  a  fickly  ftate, 
as  to  be  incapable  of  receiving  thofe  falubrious 
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and  vivifying  principles,  which  are  conspicu- 
ous in  the  body  to  which  it  is  annexed. 

At  this  time,  there  is  an  imperious  neceffity 
for  an  Union,  which  fuperfedes  every  confide- 
ration,  which  contravenes  every  argument 
that  can  be  advanced  againfl  it. 

In  former  emergencies  the  Supply  feldom 
exceeded  1,300,0001.  This  year  we  muft 
raife  7000,000!.  to  protect  us  from  foreign 
and  domeftic  enemies. 

We  cannot  raife  that  fum  in  Ireland,  wc 
muft  have  recourfe  to  England  for  it ;  but  will 
fhe  lend  it  to  us,  in  our  prefent  diftracted  and 
convulfed  ftate  ?  We  fhould  have  been  anni- 
hilated, but  for  the  troops  which  flie  feafona- 
bly  fent  to  our  affiftance. 

What  nation  will  trade  with  us,  when  we 
are  obliged  to  invoke  the  affiftance  of  Eng- 
land, to  fave  us  from  our/elves  ? 

The  fyftem  of  terror  which  prevails  here, 
has  driven  1 0,000  perfons  of  independent  for- 
tune into  England.  At  Bath  alone,  there  are 
not  lefs  than  7000.  Allowing  200I.  for  the 
annual  expence  of  each,  which  is  much  too 
low,  the  additional  remittance  to  Abfentees^ 
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occafioned  7  the  turbulence  of  the  prefent 
times,  amouts  to  two  millions  fterling.  For 
this  reafbn  exY.nge  has  been  at  ten  or  ten  and 
a  half  for  fom  time  palt. 

I  will  appeal  0  the  good  fenfe  and  candour 
of  my  countrymen,  whether,  thus  circum- 
ftanced,  we  can  eift  another  year  without  an 
UNION. 


FINIS, 


